
Chapter 1

Fundamentals

The Marine air command and control system (MACCS) consists
of various air command and control agencies designed to provide
the Marine air-ground task force’s (MAGTF’s) aviation combat
element (ACE) commander with the ability to monitor, super-
vise, and influence the application of Marine aviation’s six func-
tions. The Marine air control group (MACG) is responsible for
providing, operating, and maintaining principal Marine air com-
mand and control system agencies. 

FUNCTIONS

The Marine air command and control system contributes to
Marine air-ground task force operations by—

Providing the air command and control systems required to
supervise and control the execution of the six functions of
Marine aviation.

Coordinating air operations with joint/multinational/Service
and civil air command and control systems.

Advising the MAGTF commander and joint force commander
on the application and employment of Marine aviation.



ROLE

The Marine air command and control system provides the avia-
tion combat element commander with the air command and con-
trol support facilities and infrastructure necessary to command,
coordinate, and control air operations within an assigned area of
operations or airspace sector and to coordinate MAGTF air op-
erations with other Services. Principal MACCS agencies/ac-
tivities are composed of air command and control suites that
integrate manual and semiautomatic capabilities to provide air
control and direction.

TASKS

The Marine air command and control system coordinates the
employment of facilities, equipment, communications, proce-
dures, and personnel that allow the ACE commander to plan, di-
rect, and control aviation efforts in support of the MAGTF. The
MACCS—

Provides, maintains, and operates an air command and control
system capable of expeditionary employment.

Conducts airspace control and management within the Marine
air-ground task force’s area of operations or an assigned sec-
tor of responsibility.

Conducts antiair warfare operations to include the coordina-
tion and control of aircraft and surface-to-air missiles.

Coordinates and controls assault support operations.

Coordinates and controls air reconnaissance missions.
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Coordinates and controls offensive air support operations.

Coordinates, conducts, and controls electronic warfare mis-
sions.

Installs, operates, and maintains the ACE’s expeditionary
communications.

Interfaces with air command and control agencies of other
Services/countries.

CONTROL OF AIRCRAFT AND MISSILES

The control of aircraft and missiles is one of the six functions of
Marine aviation. It allows the Marine air-ground task force com-
mander to focus all his aviation capabilities into a coordinated ef-
fort. The Marine air command and control system provides the
means for the MAGTF commander to exercise this function.

Centralized Command and Decentralized Control

Marine aviation’s philosophy of command is one of centralized
command and decentralized control. Centralized command pro-
motes coordinated operations and economy of force while aiding
in the integration of all aviation assets into a cohesive capability.
Decentralized control allows shorter decision cycles by allowing
tactical decisions to be made in the cockpit and at the subordinate
control agencies with firsthand knowledge of the situation. Con-
trollers and executors make time sensitive decisions within the
framework of the commander’s intent. The shorter communi-
cations/decision trail allows the MACCS to be more responsive
to the MAGTF’s needs.
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Forms of Control

The Marine air command and control system uses air direction
and air control to control aircraft and missiles within a desig-
nated area. 

Air Direction. Air direction is the authority to regulate the em-
ployment of air resources (including both aircraft and surface-to-
air weapons). It balances an air resource’s availability against its
assigned priorities and missions. 

Air Control. Air control is the authority to direct the physical
maneuver of aircraft in flight, or to direct an aircraft or surface-
to-air weapon unit to engage a specific target. Air control is com-
posed of airspace control and terminal control.

Airspace Control. Airspace control directs the maneuver of aircraft
to use the available airspace effectively. MACCS agencies use
positive control, procedural control, or a combination of positive
and procedural control methods to control airspace. Positive con-
trol is the use of positive identification, tracking, and direction of
aircraft within an airspace to effect control. Procedural control is
the use of previously agreed upon and promulgated orders and
procedures to effect control.

Terminal Control. Terminal control directs the delivery of ord-
nance, cargo, or personnel by aircraft to a specific geographic lo-
cation or air target.

Airspace Management

Airspace management is the coordination, integration, and regu-
lation of airspace usage in a defined dimension that results in the
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optimum use of available airspace. Effective airspace manage-
ment provides maximum freedom of use, consistent with the de-
gree of operational risk acceptable to the commander, within the
airspace. Effective airspace management requires the establish-
ment of agreed upon points and procedures; both positive and
procedural methods are used. The MACCS provides the capabil-
ity to conduct airspace command and control and deconflict avia-
tion assets with other supporting arms and airspace users through
centralized planning of airspace control procedures. It exercises
air direction and decentralized execution of the airspace control
plan through its subordinate agencies.
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Chapter 2

Organization

The Marine air command and control system is organized in tac-
tical agencies and activities, each having a different function and
task. These agencies are fielded and supported by squadrons
within the Marine air control group and the ACE, ground com-
bat element (GCE), and combat service support element (CSSE).

GENERAL

Principal Marine air command and control system agencies are
supported by Marine air control group squadrons. Each Marine
aircraft wing contains one Marine air control group. Figure 2-1
(page 2-2) depicts the MACG’s administrative organization. Fig-
ure 2-2 (page 2-3) delineates the Marine air command and con-
trol system’s organizational structure. Marine Corps warfighting
publication (MCWP) series 3-25 provides detailed information
on each principal MACCS agency. Table 2-1 (page 2-4) depicts
forms of control exercised by each one.

TACTICAL AIR COMMAND CENTER

The Marine tactical air command center (TACC) is the senior
agency of the Marine air command and control system. It pro-
vides the facilities for the ACE commander and the battlestaff to
command, supervise, and direct MAGTF air operations. Other
Service’s comparable agencies include the Air Force’s air opera-
tions center and the Navy’s tactical air control center.
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Table 2-1. Control Exercised by MACCS Agencies.

TACC TADC TAOC EW/C DASC MATCD MMT FAC FAC(A) ASC(A) TAC(A)

Command

Air Control

Positive
Control

Procedural
Control

Radar
Control

Terminal
Control

Air
Direction

The Marine tactical air command center interfaces with the
MAGTF command element through the combat operations cen-
ter/force fires coordination center. 

Tasks

The Marine tactical air command center—

Maintains complete information on the friendly situation, in-
cluding the status of air and ground forces, the air situation,
and ground combat information essential to the air effort.

Maintains and disseminates critical enemy air and ground in-
formation.

Manages all aircraft and surface-to-air weapons in the
MAGTF’s area of operations to ensure a balanced use of as-
sets. This includes—
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Coordinating the employment of air defense systems (both
aircraft and surface-to-air weapons) with the sector antiair
warfare coordinator (SAAWC) and/or tactical air opera-
tions center(s) (TAOCs).

Diverting aircraft from scheduled missions to meet higher,
immediate priorities.

Establishing alert conditions for ground alert aircraft.

Directs and coordinates aircraft missions in support of the
MAGTF and other support forces.

Serves as the operational point of contact with air command
and control agencies external to the MAGTF, to include other
Services, nations, and host country agencies.

Provides air defense warning conditions and weapons control
status.

Promulgates changes to rules of engagement (ROEs).

Provides emission control and radiation control conditions in
the MAGTF area of operations.

Supervises the execution of designated electronic warfare
operations.

Coordinates the operations of subordinate agencies to ensure
economy and unity of effort in the execution of the ACE com-
mander’s air plan. This includes—

Providing subordinate control agencies with appropriate air
tasking orders, fragmentary orders, identification signals,
aircraft call signs, alert conditions, and aircraft
availability.
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Disseminating tactical information to subordinate Marine
air command and control system agencies.

Prescribes the succession of command and control responsi-
bilities within the MACCS and compensates for any serious
degradation within a component agency.

Exchanges information between the aviation combat element’s
battlestaff and headquarters to effect efficient execution and
planning of ACE operations.

Conducts airspace coordination.

Concept of Employment

The Marine tactical air command center can be tailored to fit any
size Marine air-ground task force. It can provide a small detach-
ment capable of performing designated functions to support
smaller contingencies, or, in its more common employment, it
can provide a sophisticated agency with automated displays, air
tasking order generation equipment, and data link feeds. Typi-
cally, the Marine TACC is employed with the lead element of a
Marine expeditionary force (MEF). Functionally, it is divided
into two mutually supporting sections: the current operations sec-
tion and the future operations section. The current operations
section executes the current day’s air tasking order (ATO) and
supervises the current air situation. The future operations section
plans for those activities directed against an enemy for which de-
tailed planning must be accomplished and aviation resources allo-
cated. This planning creates the Marine portion of the joint air
tasking order.
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During amphibious operations, the Marine tactical air command
center is incrementally phased ashore. Initially it is a tactical air
direction center (TADC) subordinate to the Navy tactical air con-
trol center. It is responsible to the commander, amphibious task
force for air operations in the amphibious objective area’s
(AOA’s) landward sector. Upon completion of its build up, the
TADC is normally identical to the Marine tactical air command
center in equipment, organization, and function. The difference
is the amount of authority and the scope of tasks assigned to the
tactical air direction center. During the phasing of control
ashore, the TADC assumes the title and responsibilities of the
Marine TACC when airspace management functions are passed
from afloat to ashore. See chapter 4 for more details on the phas-
ing of control ashore process.

DIRECT AIR SUPPORT CENTER

The direct air support center (DASC) is the principal air control
agency responsible for the direction of air operations that directly
support ground forces. It functions in a decentralized mode of
operation, but is directly supervised by the Marine tactical air
command center. It is normally the first principal air control
agency ashore during amphibious operations, landing in sched-
uled or on-call waves with the senior fire support coordination
center (FSCC). The DASC provides similar services and func-
tions as the Air Force’s air support operations center, the Navy’s
helicopter direction center, and the Navy’s tactical air control
center, air support control section. It processes immediate air
support requests, coordinates aircraft employment with other
supporting arms, manages terminal control assets that support
ground combat and combat service support forces, and controls
assigned aircraft transiting its area of responsibility. 
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Tasks

The direct air support center—

Coordinates preplanned direct air support missions from the
air tasking order.

Receives, processes, and coordinates requests for immediate
direct air support.

Adjusts preplanned schedules and diverts airborne assets if
delegated authority by the aviation combat element com-
mander (changes are coordinated with the FSCC).

Coordinates the execution of direct air support missions with
other supporting arms through the appropriate fire support co-
ordination center and as required with the appropriate Marine
air command and control system agencies.

Receives and disseminates pertinent tactical information re-
ported by aircraft performing direct air support missions.

Provides aircraft and other air control agencies with advisory
information to assist in the safe conduct of flight.

Monitors, records, and displays information on direct air sup-
port missions.

Maintains friendly and enemy ground situation displays to co-
ordinate direct air support operations.

Provides aircraft and other MACCS agencies with informa-
tion concerning friendly and enemy situations.
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Refers unresolved conflicts in supporting arms to the senior
fire support coordinator.

Concept of Employment

The direct air support center’s configuration is extremely flexible
and can be task-organized to meet a variety of requirements. The
DASC normally collocates with the senior fire support coordina-
tion center. Optimally, this collocation is by physical proximity;
however, an electronic link may be an acceptable alternative in
situations where the direct air support center’s siting require-
ments differ from the FSCC’s. An airborne DASC, with limited
communications nets, can also be operated from KC-130 aircraft.
The direct air support center typically deploys with the lead ele-
ment of a Marine expeditionary force.

If the direct air support center cannot physically collocate with
the senior fire support coordination center, it can provide a task-
organized air support liaison team to the FSCC. The liaison team
maintains the necessary “face-to-face” coordination vital to the
effective coordination and integration of direct air support mis-
sions and the employment of other supporting arms.

Smaller Marine air-ground task forces may not require all the ca-
pabilities offered by the direct air support center, but they may
need assistance in the control of airborne assets for a limited time
in a limited area. An air support element may assist in filling this
air control need. Typically, an air support element is attached to
either the MAGTF’s aviation combat element or command ele-
ment. An air support element typically functions as a landward
extension of the Navy’s tactical air control center and the Navy’s
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helicopter direction center. It provides direction for air support
assets working in direct support of the ground combat element.
An air support element normally works directly with the battal-
ion tactical air control party.

TACTICAL AIR CONTROL PARTY

The tactical air control party (TACP), although an agency of the
Marine air command and control system, is not administratively
part of the Marine air control group. Instead, it is located within
the ground combat element. The tactical air control party pro-
vides a way for ground commanders to access the MACCS to
satisfy their direct air support requirements. It provides the
ground commander with aviation advisory personnel and the
means to integrate tactical air operations with supporting arms.

Tasks

The tactical air control party—

Provides liaison and communications between the ground
commander and appropriate air control agencies.

Advises the ground commander on matters of tactical air sup-
port.

Prepares and forwards requests for tactical air support.

Exercises terminal air control for close air support.
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Concept of Employment

Tactical air control parties are located in the Marine division
headquarters, each regimental headquarters, each infantry battal-
ion, and each light armored reconnaissance battalion. See FMFM
5-41, Close Air Support and Close-in Fire Support, for additional
information on TACPs.

AIRBORNE TERMINAL CONTROL AGENCIES

Like the TACP, airborne terminal control agencies are consid-
ered part of the MACCS; however, the services provided by
these airborne agencies are filled by personnel from Marine air-
craft groups.

Tactical Air Coordinator (Airborne) 

The tactical air coordinator (airborne) (TAC[A]) is a naval avia-
tor who coordinates the action of combat aircraft engaged in
close support of ground or sea forces. He serves as an on site
airborne extension of the direct air support center. The DASC or
Marine TACC determines the tactical air coordinator’s (airborne)
authority over aircraft operating within his assigned area. During
helicopter operations in which a TAC(A) is employed in conjunc-
tion with an assault support coordinator (airborne), the relation-
ship between the two is established by the ACE commander or
designated representative. Tactical air coordinator (airborne) re-
sponsibilities are to avert conflicts among aircraft and to
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coordinate the employment of air assets with other supporting
arms. In fulfilling this responsibility, the TAC(A) coordinates as
necessary with tactical air control parties, fire support coordina-
tion centers, subordinate forward air controllers (airborne), as-
sault support coordinators (airborne), and the fire direction
centers of artillery and naval surface fire support.

Forward Air Controller (Airborne)

The forward air controller (airborne) (FAC[A])is an aviator spe-
cifically trained, qualified, and designated to perform air recon-
naissance and surveillance, conduct terminal control of aircraft
engaged in offensive air support operations, control artillery and
naval surface fire support missions, act as a radio relay as re-
quired by ground forward air controllers, and control landing
zone preparations (including the marking of landing zones). The
FAC(A) operates from an aircraft. His mission is distinct and
separate from that of a tactical air coordinator (airborne): the
TAC(A) coordinates, the FAC(A) controls.

Assault Support Coordinator (Airborne)

The assault support coordinator (airborne) is an experienced avia-
tor with extensive knowledge of the Marine air command and
control system, assault support, airspace management, fire sup-
port coordination, and fixed and rotary-wing operational capabili-
ties. The assault support coordinator (airborne)—

Provides situational awareness to the assault support force
concerning routing, weather, delays, and threat status.

Relays immediate assault support requests to assist the DASC
or the Navy’s helicopter direction center.
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Serves as a conduit to the command, control, and communica-
tions system by relaying information to/from the assault sup-
port force.

Exercises launch authority for immediate and on-call missions
when authorized by the ACE or as directed by the DASC or
the Navy’s helicopter direction center.

Coordinates with the TAC(A) for supporting arms in support
of the airborne mission commander.

Provides recommendations to the airborne mission com-
mander concerning deviations in assault support asset routing
during ingress and egress.

OTHER TERMINAL CONTROL AGENCIES

Helicopter Support Team 

Commonly assigned to the force service support group’s land-
ing support battalion, helicopter support teams task-organize and
equip to operate a helicopter pickup zone and/or landing zone.
The supported helicopterborne force and supporting helicopter
unit provide personnel and equipment to establish a helicopter
support team. The helicopter support team—

Assists in the pickup, movement, and landing of helicopter-
borne force, equipment, and supplies within a landing zone.

Assists in the evacuation of casualties and prisoners of war
from a landing zone.
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Air/Naval Gunfire Liaison Company

The air/naval gunfire liaison company (ANGLICO)1 is composed
of Marine and Navy personnel who are qualified for shore con-
trol of naval surface fire support and close air support. The
ANGLICO is organic to the Marine expeditionary force. It is at-
tached to an Army or allied division force when fire support is
provided by U.S. naval surface fire support or naval air assets.

Each ANGLICO consists of a division liaison team and two bri-
gade liaison platoons. Each brigade platoon consists of a brigade
liaison team and two supporting arms liaison teams. Supporting
arms liaison teams operate at the battalion level. Each supporting
arms liaison team has two firepower control teams, which are as-
signed to support the battalion’s forward companies. The divi-
sion and brigade teams act as staff coordinators, actual control of
aircraft is done by supporting arms liaison teams and firepower
control teams. Supporting arms liaison teams and firepower con-
trol teams function as part of the MACCS when they control air-
craft.

Each supporting arms liaison team consists of two officers and
six enlisted personnel. The supporting arms liaison team officer
in charge is a certified forward air controller naval aviator or na-
val flight officer. The supporting arms liaison team plans, re-
quests, coordinates, and controls supporting arms for an Army
battalion or a comparably sized allied unit. It works within the
structure of the supported battalion’s fire support element to give
the battalion the capability to coordinate and control Marine and
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Navy close air support assets. It can also provide terminal con-
trol of rotary-wing aircraft into helicopter landing zones.

Each firepower control team consists of one officer and five en-
listed personnel. The firepower control team plans, requests, co-
ordinates, and provides final control of supporting arms for a
maneuver company. The firepower control team officer in charge
is normally an artillery officer, trained as a universal spotter.

SECTOR ANTIAIR WARFARE COORDINATOR

The sector antiair warfare coordinator is the MAGTF’s air de-
fense battle manager. He is directly responsible to the aviation
combat element commander for the supervision, management,
and coordination of air defense operations within its assigned
sector. The SAAWC is not an air command and control agency.
He serves as an extension of the Marine tactical air command
center, focusing on air defense planning and management. The
SAAWC is responsible for coordinating and managing all active
air defense weapons, including aircraft and surface-to-air weap-
ons, within its assigned sector. He functions to the extent of
authority delegated by the ACE commander.

Tasks

The sector antiair warfare coordinator—

Assists planners in developing an air defense course of action,
determining employment of ground-based air defense units,
and developing the air defense specific portions of the opera-
tions order.
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Manages, subject to the limits of authority delegated by the
ACE commander, antiair warfare assets within an assigned
sector. 

Concept of Employment

The sector antiair warfare coordinator is typically collocated with
a tactical air operations center. His staff provides near-term plan-
ning support to the Marine TACC, Navy antiair warfare coordi-
nator, and the joint force area air defense commander for the
employment of air defense assets within its assigned sector. The
staff is also responsible for managing and supervising theater
missile defense operations and may be delegated authority for co-
ordination of theater missile defense attack operations within its
assigned sector. 

TACTICAL AIR OPERATIONS CENTER

The tactical air operations center is responsible for airspace con-
trol and management. It detects, identifies, and controls the inter-
cept of hostile aircraft and missiles and provides navigational
assistance to friendly aircraft. The TAOC provides real-time sur-
veillance of assigned airspace and direction, positive control, and
navigational assistance for friendly aircraft. It performs real-time
direction and control of antiair warfare operations involving air-
craft and surface-to-air weapons. By collecting and displaying in-
formation from its own sensors, other Marine Corps sources,
and external sources, the tactical air operations center controls
assigned airspace and directs and controls the fires of assigned
air defense assets. It can be used to enhance the ability of the
Marine tactical air command center to prosecute the ACE’s sup-
port of deep operations. The TAOC’s closest joint counterpart is
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the Air Force’s control and reporting center. The early warning
and control site, a subelement of the tactical air operations cen-
ter, is comparable to the Air Force’s control and reporting
element. 

Tasks

The tactical air operations center—

Detects, identifies, and classifies all aircraft within its as-
signed sector.

Maintains tracks of identified contacts and provides en route
control/navigational assistance as required.

Provides interface between adjacent and higher air defense
and command and control agencies.

Recommends the employment of assigned weapons and sur-
veillance systems and assigns geographical section/subsection
responsibility of itself and component elements.

Evaluates, selects, and assigns weapons to engage and defeat
enemy air threats.

Controls the engagement of enemy air threats by interceptors
or surface-to-air weapons.

Directs the operations of subordinate air defense agencies.

Maintains a summary display of the air situation and dissemi-
nates this information to other designated agencies.

Coordinates and executes emission control conditions set by
higher authority.
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Operates as an alternate Marine TACC for limited periods of
time as required.

Concept of Employment

The TAOC uses long- and medium-range air surveillance radars
and data links with other Services’ air command and control
agencies to conduct air defense operations against manned and
unmanned aircraft and theater missiles. It task-organizes its capa-
bilities, from a single-sensor early warning and control center
site to a multi-sensor tactical air operations center, to meet air
defense requirements. The TAOC, or elements thereof, can be
deployed to support any size Marine air-ground task force, but
typically deploy with the lead element of a Marine expeditionary
force. Its radars provide theater ballistic missile cueing to the
theater missile defense detachment. There are only four theater
missile defense detachments in the active Marine Corps force
structure. All four theater missile defense detachments are ad-
ministratively organic to one Marine air control squadron. Thea-
ter missile defense detachments are attached to other Marine air
control squadrons as required to fulfill operational requirements.
Theater missile defense detachments are addressed in greater
depth later in this chapter.

The tactical air operations center normally builds its capabilities
incrementally, using the early warning and control center site as
the building block for a TAOC main site. One or more early
warning and control center sites may be deployed from the
TAOC’s main site to enhance early warning and conduct limited
air defense functions.

MARINE AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL DETACHMENT
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The Marine air traffic control detachment (MATCD) is the pri-
mary terminal air traffic control organization within the Marine
air command and control system. It is organized and equipped to
satisfy the air traffic control requirements for MAGTF forward
operating bases. The MATCD provides friendly aircraft with
continuous all-weather radar approach, departure, and en route
air traffic control services within assigned controlled airspace.

Tasks

The Marine air traffic control detachment—

Provides radar/nonradar approach, departure, and en route air
traffic control services within assigned terminal control areas.
(A terminal control area is airspace of defined dimensions
within which air traffic control services are provided.)

Provides precision and nonprecision navigation aids.

Provides automatic carrier landing system approach services
(modes I, II, and III) for forward operating bases.

Displays and disseminates appropriate air/ground information
to designated adjacent and higher agencies.

Coordinates air defense activities within designated base de-
fense zones.

Serves as the operational point of contact between the
MACCS and national/international civil air traffic control
agencies.

Concept of Employment
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Each Marine air traffic control detachment has a full range of air
traffic control capabilities including surveillance radar; identifica-
tion, friend or foe (IFF); automatic carrier landing system radar,
communications, and navigation aids; and a control tower. This
capability gives the MATCD the ability to control aircraft up to
60 miles from a main air base. Each detachment is capable of
fielding one Marine air traffic control mobile team (MMT).
Typically, Marine air traffic control mobile team equipment is
mounted in one or two high mobility multi-purpose wheeled ve-
hicles. This equipment consists of communications equipment, a
global positioning system receiver, and a navigation aid. An
MMT, using nonradar procedural control, can control aircraft
within 40 miles of its position.

The Marine air traffic control detachment and MMT report di-
rectly to the Marine tactical air command center on matters con-
cerning air traffic control operations. The MATCD coordinates
with the sector antiair warfare coordinator, tactical air operations
center, and/or low altitude air defense (LAAD) commander on
specific matters concerning air defense.

MARINE WING COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON

The Marine wing communications squadron (MWCS) provides
communications for the aviation combat element. Although it is
not an air command and control agency, the Marine wing com-
munications squadron provides the backbone for ACE communi-
cations. It is responsible for the installation, maintenance, and
operation of two distinct communications structures:  providing
the aviation combat element commander with the means to direct
the efforts of his subordinate commanders and providing
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connectivity among Marine air command and control system ele-
ments. The MWCS installs, operates, and maintains expedition-
ary communications for the ACE, including the phased
deployment of task-organized elements thereof.

Tasks

The Marine wing communications squadron—

Assists in the systems planning and engineering of aviation
combat element communications for command and control of
Marine air-ground task force aviation assets.

Provides the senior operational systems control center for the
ACE communications system.

Provides the senior airfield operational systems control center
at up to two airfields per MWCS detachment.

Provides the digital backbone communications in support of
the ACE command element and Marine tactical air command
center.

Provides tactical automated switching and telephone services
for the aviation combat element command element and Ma-
rine TACC.

Provides electronic message distribution for the ACE com-
mand element, primary MACCS agencies, and tenant units at
up to two airfields per Marine wing communications squadron
detachment.

Provides single channel radio communications support for the
aviation combat element command element, Marine tactical
air command center, and other ACE operations as required.
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Provides deployed wide area network, deployed local area
network, and server support for the ACE command element
and primary Marine air command and control system agen-
cies.

Concept of Employment

Each Marine wing communications squadron consists of a head-
quarters element and MWCS detachments: two detachments for
MWCS-28 and MWCS-38, one detachment for MWCS-18 and
MWCS-48. The headquarters and one detachment normally
deploy and collocate with the aviation combat element head-
quarters. When required, personnel and equipment from the op-
erational platoons are used to support the integration of Marine
air command and control system agencies into a single system, as
well as supporting ACE headquarters. 

GROUND-BASED AIR DEFENSE UNITS

Two units reside within the Marine air control group organiza-
tion that do not provide specific air control agencies, but whose
functions are inherently interrelated with Marine air command
and control system air defense responsibilities: the LAAD battal-
ion and the theater missile defense detachment.

2-22  MCWP 3-25.3



Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion

The low altitude air defense battalion provides close-in, low alti-
tude, surface-to-air weapons fires in defense of forward combat
elements, vital areas, and installations. It also provides surface-
to-air weapons support for units engaged in special/independent
operations.

The LAAD battalion employs the Stinger missile system. Stinger
is capable of engaging and destroying hostile low-flying fixed
and rotary-wing aircraft and reconnaissance drones. Stinger is
employed in two versions: a man-portable air defense system and
a pedestal-mounted vehicular version (Avenger). The Avenger
provides a shoot-on-the-move engagement capability through use
of its forward-looking infrared radar and laser range finder.

Tasks. The low altitude air defense battalion—

Maintains the capability as a highly mobile, vehicle-mounted
and man-portable, surface-to-air weapon component of the
MAGTF with the ability to deploy rapidly in the assault eche-
lon of an expeditionary operation.

Provides for the separate deployment of subordinate batteries
and platoons to accommodate special tactical situations and
task organizations.

Plans and coordinates requirements for liaison and communi-
cations with appropriate commands to ensure the most effec-
tive integration of LAAD units within the integrated air
defense system.
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Provides early warning of hostile air threats to other elements
of the Marine air command and control system over appropri-
ate voice/data nets. Typical LAAD battalion information
sources include acquisition data from tactical defense alert ra-
dars and visual aircraft identification from individual Stinger
teams. 

Provides surface-to-air weapons support for units engaged in
special/independent operations.

Concept of Employment. The low altitude air defense battalion is
organized and equipped for employment in an integrated air de-
fense system in support of MAGTF, joint, or multinational op-
erations, or for employment in independent/special operations.
LAAD units are typically employed in a general or direct support
role. A typical LAAD battalion structure includes 60 Avengers
and 30 man-portable weapon systems. Each weapon system con-
stitutes a Stinger team.

Theater Missile Defense Detachment

The Marine air control squadron’s theater missile defense
detachment2 provides the MAGTF with organic surface-to-air
missile fires in point defense against theater missiles; specifi-
cally, short- to medium-range theater ballistic missiles and cruise
missiles. The theater missile defense detachment employs the ex-
peditionary air defense system, an improved version of the Hawk
missile system. To conduct its theater missile defense role, the
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theater missile defense detachment deploys in conjunction with a
tactical air operations center, relying upon the TAOC’s
AN/TPS-59 radar to provide cueing and targeting data. 

Tasks. The theater missile defense detachment—

Provides surface-to-air missile fires in assigned zones in de-
fense of vital areas and installations against short- to medium-
range theater ballistic missile and cruise missile attacks.

Maintains a residual capability to defend designated vital ar-
eas against fixed and rotary-wing threats.

Concept of Employment. Four theater missile defense detach-
ments exist in the active duty structure and five detachments exist
within the reserve structure. Each detachment consists of a base
section, a remote engagement section, and a sensor acquisition
section. The base section contains four launchers, two high
power illumination radars, one battery command post, and one
continuous wave acquisition radar. The remote engagement sec-
tion contains two launchers, one high power illumination radar,
and one assault fire control console. The sensor acquisition sec-
tion is composed of one continuous wave acquisition radar and
radio assets. The active duty detachments are administratively as-
signed to one active duty Marine air control squadron. The re-
serve detachments are administratively assigned to one reserve
Marine air control squadron. Each detachment is designed with a
mirror image, liftable table of organization and table of equip-
ment that can be assigned to any Marine air control squadron
worldwide to meet theater missile defense augmentation require-
ments. Each detachment is capable of providing surface-to-air
missile defense for one vital area.
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Chapter 4

Operations

The aviation combat element commander is responsible to the
Marine air-ground task force commander for the execution of the
six functions of Marine aviation. The command and control func-
tion integrates the other five functions into a coordinated effort.
The ACE commander uses the Marine air command and control
system to execute command and control functions. This chapter
discusses the execution, capabilities, limitations, and employment
options inherent within the MACCS.

EMPLOYMENT

The Marine air-ground task force commander needs a flexible
and responsive MACCS that is task-organized to meet the tacti-
cal situation. Marine air command and control system integration
requires extensive planning and precise execution for effective
employment. Employment is based primarily on the MAGTF’s
mission and objectives and involves a thorough analysis of the
planning considerations discussed in chapter 3. The decisionmak-
ing process must address the capabilities and limitations of the
MACCS. It should also address the interface capabilities and re-
quirements of joint/multinational and other Service air command
and control agencies.

Capabilities



Observation. The Marine air command and control system pro-
vides the Marine air-ground task force commander with a cumu-
lative picture that incorporates information from organic air
surveillance radars and visual observation. Marine air command
and control system radars provide the MAGTF with an air sur-
veillance capability that can detect aircraft, unmanned aerial vehi-
cles, cruise missiles, and theater ballistic missiles. MACCS
agencies also play a crucial role in the collection and dissemina-
tion of threat information gained from visual and electronic
observation.

Responsiveness. Decentralized control of air assets by the aviation
combat element commander through the MACCS enables rapid
reaction to changing situations and diversion of aircraft from one
mission to another. This capability enables the MAGTF com-
mander to seize and exploit battlefield opportunities in a timely
manner.

Flexibility. The Marine air command and control system provides
the ACE commander with the ability to immediately affect the
current air situation by diverting aircraft to meet threats or by
choosing various air defense systems to engage targets.

Range. Forward basing of Marine air command and control sys-
tem elements, to include the use of airborne controllers/coordi-
nators, can extend the depth of control that the MACCS provides
to the aviation combat element commander. Forward basing fa-
cilitates the employment of air operations at various distances
from the objective area. The MACCS’s long-range air surveil-
lance radars provide early detection of air threats and allow air-
craft and ground-based weapons systems to engage at their
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maximum ranges. Forward deploying early warning/control ra-
dars enhance detection and engagement capability. 

Limitations

The following limitations must be considered when planning
MACCS employment. The MCWP 3-25 series contains agency-
and activity-specific details.

Mobility. Principal MACCS agencies use command and control
equipment housed in large international standards organization
containers. Transportation planning of these assets into a particu-
lar theater must address the loading and offloading of these con-
tainers, their movement to or from their carrier, and their initial
movement in and around the port or airfield.

Some MACCS agencies do not possess the required mobility and
transportation assets needed to move on a fluid battlefield. Addi-
tionally, nonorganic materials handling equipment is required to
emplace and displace systems. Mobility shortfalls can be mini-
mized while enhancing the MACCS’s ability to echelon by mo-
bile loading equipment when requisite transportation assets are
available.

Footprint. The MACCS’s radios and radars create a large elec-
tromagnetic footprint. The use of emission control and radiation
control plans and the dispersal of MACCS agencies and emitters
is essential to reduce the electromagnetic signature.
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Logistics. MACCS agencies require intensive logistics support.
Mobile electric power support and maintenance float for low
density stocks must be addressed during employment planning.

Target Identification. The inability to identify an airborne or
ground target can limit air operations. The use of visual means,
maps, aerial imagery, aircraft and ground sensors and equip-
ment, and good target descriptions increase target identification
ability.

Line of Sight. Line of sight (a function of site elevation, obstruc-
tions, and curvature of the earth) affects many radars and com-
munications systems. Terrain can cause masking of target areas
or blind spots in radar and communications coverage. Proper site
selection and placement of equipment maximize a radar’s use and
reduce line of sight limitations. The use of airborne radar plat-
forms can also help fill in gaps caused by line of sight and terrain
masking.

CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS

The concept of operations provides the basis for determining how
the Marine air command and control system will employ. A key
step in developing the concept of operations is the development
of the aviation estimates of supportability. In developing the esti-
mate, full consideration must be given to system capabilities and
limitations and the ACE commander’s planning guidance. The
aviation combat element commander presents the estimate of sup-
portability to the MAGTF commander. He reviews the aviation
combat element’s estimate in conjunction with the estimates pro-
vided by the ground combat element, combat service support ele-
ment, and Marine air-ground task force staffs. The MAGTF
commander then determines the overall concept of operations.
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The ACE commander prepares his concept of operations based
on the MAGTF commander’s guidance. The aviation combat ele-
ment’s concept of operations is general in nature and provides an
overall view of how air operations support the Marine air-ground
task force commander’s intent and scheme of maneuver. The
concept of operations is the key to Marine aviation and the
Marine air command and control system employment. The
MAGTF’s mission and scheme of maneuver dictate the type and
amount of air operations required. The type and amount of air
operations required can include those necessary to accomplish the
mission when the ACE is assigned as the main effort or as a sup-
porting effort. Considerations for the aviation combat element
commander’s concept of operations are further discussed in
FMFM 5-70.

Marine air command and control system planners develop a con-
cept of operations for employment from the aviation combat
element commander’s concept of operations. This concept of op-
erations emphasizes inter- and intra-MACCS connectivity, coor-
dination, and control procedures and measures within the
MAGTF’s area of operations and agency siting.

CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT

Following development of the concept of operations, Marine air
command and control system planners develop the concept of
employment. In the concept of employment, the MACCS is task-
organized to support Marine air-ground task force operations.
The goal is to provide the ACE commander with an air com-
mand and control system designed to serve the MAGTF. Princi-
pal considerations for employment of the system include airspace
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to be controlled, number of assets (aircraft, command and con-
trol, materials handling equipment, etc.) available, anticipated
tempo of operations, the threat, necessary communications con-
nectivity, and relationships with other joint force elements. Addi-
tional considerations for MACCS concept of employment issues
are located in a briefing guide format in appendix D. The follow-
ing paragraphs provide baseline employment options for the Ma-
rine command and control system.

Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations 
Capable)

The Marine expeditionary unit (special operations capable)
(MEU[SOC]) provides a sea-based, forward-deployed Marine
contingent capable of immediate response to crisis situations.
Within the MEU(SOC)’s aviation combat element or command
element is a Marine air control group detachment. This detach-
ment does not provide the basic command and control elements
necessary to form the basis of a Marine air command and control
system. It provides elements from the MACCS that may be
needed in quick reaction situations. The Marine air control group
detachment typically includes—

1 Stinger section (5 teams).

Note
A Stinger platoon (3 sections) normally supports
a MEU(SOC). However, due to high operational
tempo, limited Stinger gunners, and limited am-
phibious shipping, only a reinforced Stinger sec-
tion may deploy with the MEU(SOC).

Marine air traffic control mobile team.
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Air support element.

Communications detachment.

This detachment provides the MEU(SOC) with point air defense,
nonradar air traffic control services (for one forward operating
base), and communications connectivity. The Navy provides
command and control services typically performed by the Marine
air command and control system agencies.

Marine Expeditionary Force

The Marine expeditionary force is the largest of the MAGTFs.
The aviation combat element consists of one or more Marine air-
craft wings. Inherent in the Marine aircraft wing are all the com-
ponents needed to field a fully capable Marine air command and
control squadron. A notional Marine expeditionary force (with
one Marine aircraft wing) contains the following MACCS
agencies:

Marine tactical air command center.

Direct air support center.

Two tactical air operation centers.

Four Marine air traffic control detachments.

Low altitude air defense battalion.

Four theater missile defense detachments.

Marine wing communications squadron.
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Special Purpose MAGTF

A special purpose Marine air-ground task force is task-organized
to accomplish a specific mission, operation, or regionally fo-
cused exercise. As such, special purpose MAGTFs can be organ-
ized, trained, and equipped to conduct a wide variety of
expeditionary operations in response to a crisis or a peacetime
mission. Marine air command and control system participation as
part of a special purpose MAGTF is situation-dependent.

EXPEDITIONARY OPERATIONS

An expedition is a military operation conducted by an armed
force to accomplish a specific objective in a foreign country. The
missions of military expeditions may vary widely and are limited
only by the range of political objectives that may require the use
of military force. Examples of expeditionary operations include
humanitarian assistance in times of disaster, establishing and
keeping peace in a foreign country, protecting U.S. citizens
abroad, retaliating for an act of aggression by a foreign political
group, and destroying an enemy government by defeating its
armed forces in combat. The defining characteristic of expedi-
tionary operations is the projection of force into a foreign setting.
Refer to MCDP 3, Expeditionary Operations, (under develop-
ment) for a complete discussion of Marine expeditionary opera-
tions. During an expeditionary operation, the MACCS is
introduced onto foreign soil as part of an amphibious operation
or as a fly-in echelon that marries up with equipment off-loaded
from maritime prepositioned ships.

MACCS in Amphibious Operations
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Marine air command and control system facilities are phased
ashore during an amphibious operation. Principal air command
and control related functions (offensive air support and assault
support, antiair warfare, and airspace management) are incre-
mentally passed from Navy agencies to MAGTF agencies. When
addressing the use of MACCS agencies in amphibious opera-
tions, the term “amphibious” should be used only in the context
of the type of operation vice the point of embarkation. The am-
phibious operation can be, and normally is, supported by Marine
air command and control system agencies that arrive in the am-
phibious objective area from amphibious and commercial ship-
ping, as well as from fly-in echelons.

Phasing Control Ashore

Phasing control ashore is the passing of authority to control and
coordinate certain functions from the commander, amphibious
task force (CATF) to the commander, landing force (CLF). Spe-
cific prerequisites are required before control of the airspace can
be passed from the Navy’s command and control system to the
MACCS. These prerequisites include air command and control
agencies and air defense activities that—

Can exist ashore.

Can communicate on required nets.

Can perform the command, control, and communications
functions necessary to assume control functions ashore.

General Sequence of Phasing Control Ashore
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Air command and control functions are traditionally sequenced
ashore in five phases. The time for each phase is not defined;
some phases will overlap or at times occur simultaneously.
FMFM 1-7, Supporting Arms in Amphibious Operations, and
FMFM 5-50, Antiair Warfare, detail specific procedures used in
the phasing of control ashore process.
Initial Phase. The initial phase is characterized by the arrival of
various “supporting arms controllers” ashore; namely the tactical
air control party, forward observers, air support liaison teams,
and naval gunfire spot teams. LAAD teams also come ashore
during the initial phase. Terminal control of offensive air support
and assault support missions is typically conducted by the TACP.

Second Phase. The second phase is characterized by the arrival of
two specific agencies ashore: the direct air support center and the
senior fire support coordination center. During this phase, termi-
nal control of offensive air support and assault support missions
are still performed by the tactical air control party. The DASC
begins to exercise control and coordination functions for both of-
fensive air support and assault support. A Marine air traffic con-
trol mobile team may also be brought ashore to establish
temporary landing zones. An early warning/control site and the
theater missile defense detachment may also be introduced in this
phase. The Navy SAAWC determines control responsibilities for
LAAD and Hawk assets ashore.

Third Phase. The third phase is characterized by the arrival of
the tactical air operations center ashore. Control and coordination
authority over offensive air support and assault support missions
are exercised by the DASC. The tactical air operations center
and the sector antiair warfare coordinator assume control and co-
ordination of the theater missile defense detachment, LAAD
teams, and any other air defense mission within their assigned
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sectors. The TAOC and SAAWC report to the tactical air control
center afloat.

Fourth Phase. The fourth phase is highlighted by the establish-
ment of a tactical air direction center ashore. During this phase,
the air command and control functions listed above are still being
performed by the Marine air command and control system agen-
cies listed in the third phase. Introduction of the TADC does not
alter the actual control and coordination situation. However, the
tactical air direction center mirrors the capabilities of the Navy
tactical air control center and begins to build additional capabili-
ties while monitoring the communications of the Navy tactical air
control center and other aviation combat element agencies ashore
in preparation for the passage of command authority.

Fifth Phase. The fifth phase is characterized by the passage of
command responsibility from the commander, amphibious task
force to the commander, landing force (afloat to ashore). This is
highlighted by the reversal of Marine TACC and TADC roles
between the CATF and CLF—the Marine tactical air command
center is established and the Navy tactical air control center re-
verts to a TADC role. The landing force’s aviation combat ele-
ment normally moves ashore during this phase.

MACCS Operations With a
Maritime Prepositioning Force

When operating with a maritime prepositioning force (MPF), the
MACCS can be designed to meet the specific requirements of
flexible deployment and employment options, rapid response,
and force sustainment.
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MPF and Amphibious Operations. Maritime prepositioning force
and amphibious operations are complementary capabilities. Am-
phibious operations provide the means for forcible entry, while
maritime prepositioning permits rapid deployment to areas where
the introduction of the force will be unopposed and is expected to
remain unopposed throughout the arrival and assembly of the
MPF. Maritime prepositioning can be used for the rapid intro-
duction of forces, to include the appropriate MACCS configura-
tion to—

Reinforce an amphibious operation.

Occupy or reinforce an advanced naval base.

Occupy and defend, preemptively, key chokepoints along sea
and air lines of communication.

Reinforce an ally with a credible force prior to hostilities.

Establish a sizable force ashore in support of sustained opera-
tions ashore.

Deter adventurism through the diplomatic signaling afforded
by positioning the ships and/or altering Marine forces.

Augment fleet defense by providing tactical air support from
ashore.

MPF Development. The Marine expeditionary force tasks major
subordinate commands, including the aviation combat element, to
train specific units for the maritime prepositioning force mission.
The MEF commander develops and sources the task organization
for the MPF force list in response to the mission tasking in the
initiating directive. Specific responsibilities for the Marine air-
craft wing include—
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Ensuring that units on the notional MPF force list are trained
and prepared for deployment.

Developing and maintaining a supporting deployment plan for
the force-listed ACE units.

Activating deployment support organizations to assist subordi-
nate units during marshaling and movement when required.

Participating in fly-in echelon data refinement efforts when
tasked by the MAGTF commander.

Participating in MPF deployment exercises when directed.

Maintaining notional distribution of the ACE’s maritime
prepositioned equipment/supplies down to the unit level.

Developing plans necessary to execute the flight ferry for as-
signed self-deploying aircraft in support of MPF operations.

Survey, Liaison, and Reconnaissance Party

The survey, liaison, and reconnaissance party is a task-organized
team consisting of survey and reconnaissance personnel that
forms the initial element of an advance party in support of a
maritime prepositioning force. MACCS participation on the sur-
vey, liaison, and reconnaissance party is crucial to ensuring that
proper site selection, emplacement, and Marine air command and
control system concerns are addressed.

MACCS Variables
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Upon deployment to the area of operations, numerous factors can
impact MACCS structure and operations. For example, 

The flow of MACCS equipment and personnel into the area
of operations may present a unique system configuration with
agencies providing nontraditional functions.

The MACCS may be the first air command and control sys-
tem established in a remote area or it may have to integrate
with a host nation system.

The MACCS could operate as the air command and control
system for the duration of an operation.

The MACCS could provide for transition of specific func-
tion(s) to other joint and multinational air command and con-
trol systems.

MACCS in Joint/Multinational Operations

The Marine air command and control system provides the
MAGTF’s interface to other Services/countries air command and
control agencies in a joint or multinational operation. During
these operations, the Marine air assets normally support the
MAGTF mission. The Marine air-ground task force commander
makes sorties available to the joint force commander for tasking
through the joint force air component commander and for air de-
fense, long-range air interdiction, and long-range reconnaissance.
Sorties in excess of MAGTF direct support requirements are pro-
vided to the joint force commander for tasking through the joint
force air component commander for the support of other compo-
nents of the joint force or the joint force as a whole. See Joint
Pub 0-2, United Action Armed Forces (UNAAF), for more details
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on the Marine Corps’ policy for command and control of Marine
Corps tactical aviation in sustained operations ashore.

Joint Force Functional Capabilities. The Marine tactical air com-
mand center is equipped with contingency theater automated
planning system equipment and has access to the communications
systems necessary to coordinate and distribute the joint air test-
ing order. It is capable of hosting joint air operations center
(JAOC) functions. The Marine TACC’s ability to perform joint
air operations center functions can be described as an enabling or
transitional capability. This relationship allows the JAOC to
quickly establish the first, joint, air command-capable command
and control system in theater. Joint air operations center func-
tions may pass to another air command and control agency as the
tempo of air operations increases. Also, the Marine tactical air
command center may host the JAOC as a “pass-through” agency
in situations where joint air operations center functions are
passed from afloat to ashore or vice versa.

The sector antiair warfare coordinator and tactical air operations
center provide the MAGTF commander with the capability to
support joint force regional or sector air defense command func-
tions. As the Marine air-ground task force commander’s air de-
fense battle manager, the SAAWC could function as the MAGTF
commander’s agent for executing the regional or sector air de-
fense commander functions. The TAOC would provide the sector
antiair warfare coordinator with the voice and data communica-
tions connectivity necessary to effect the required interfaces.

Joint/Multinational Planning. Marine air-ground task force air op-
erations must be integrated into joint force air operations plan-
ning. The ACE commander and the Marine air command and
control system must represent the MAGTF’s needs and require-
ments for air operations in its area of operations. First and
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foremost, the MACCS is a Marine air-ground task force asset.
This tenet should be weighed and appropriate compensation made
before Marine air command and control system agencies assume
joint force level air command and control or air defense responsi-
bilities. The planning considerations described in chapter 3 apply
equally to joint and multinational operations planning.
Liaisons. The Marine air-ground task force must ensure proper
coordination and integration of its forces with joint/coalition
forces. Representation on joint staffs and agencies, to include li-
aison personnel, is essential to ensure proper employment of
forces. The ACE commander, in exercising authority to com-
mand, control, and coordinate MAGTF air operations through
the Marine tactical air command center, should ensure joint
staff/agency and liaison representation to the joint force, joint
force air component commander, joint air operations center, air-
space control authority, and area air defense commander’s staffs.

Interoperability. Effective air operations by the various joint
force components hinge on the ability of air command and con-
trol agencies to effectively integrate and exchange air combat
situation displays and information on a real time basis. Extensive
use of tactical digital information links and other data networks
greatly facilitate the rapid, secure, and simultaneous exchange of
combat information relative to air operations. Planning for in-
teroperability includes detailed planning and coordination of
equipment, personnel, and terminology.

EXECUTION
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The MACCS is made up of various air command and control ac-
tivities that are coordinated through a single command center.
Whether conducting an amphibious operation or sustained opera-
tions ashore, basic procedures are used throughout the MACCS
to optimize the ability of Marine aviation to function in specific
capacities.

Direct Air Support

The execution of direct air support missions is the responsibility
of the direct air support center. Direct air support missions are
missions that are flown in direct response to a specific request
from the supported unit. Close air support and assault support
are two of the most common types of direct air support missions.
The DASC typically collocates with the senior fire support coor-
dination center and coordinates with the FSCC for the attack of
targets needing detailed coordination with the grand scheme of
maneuver. An airborne DASC may also be used as an extension
of the direct air support center to coordinate direct air support
activities in a designated area, to extend the DASC’s communica-
tions coverage, or to fill the role of the direct air support center
while relocating.

Close air support aircraft are handed off to the direct air support
center from the tactical air operations center and routed through
the DASC’s designated area of responsibility. These aircraft are
then handed off to either a tactical air coordinator (airborne) or
the aircraft’s terminal controller. If a TAC(A) is used, he serves
as an airborne extension of the DASC and coordinates directly
with forward air controllers (airborne) or the tactical air control
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party’s forward air controllers to deconflict aircraft and coordi-
nate the employment of air resources with other supporting arms.
Assault support missions will typically be handed off to a heli-
copter support team or an assault support coordinator (airborne).

Preplanned, scheduled direct air support missions are conducted
as dictated by the ATO. Preplanned, scheduled missions have a
target location and a specified time (or time period) when the tar-
get is scheduled to be attacked. Preplanned, on-call missions are
used by the supported commander, through the DASC, to add
flexibility to potential needs for air support. Preplanned, on-call
missions do not have a designated target, but are assigned a time
period when the aircraft is scheduled to be available for use. The
supported unit commander manages these assets through the di-
rect air support center. If the DASC has been given the authority
by either the ground combat or aviation combat element com-
mander to divert these assets, responsiveness can be increased.

Should the need arise for aircraft, forward air controllers and air
officers within the GCE will transmit an immediate joint tactical
air strike request over the tactical air request net. The tactical air
request net is monitored by fire support coordination center and
the DASC. The FSCC, monitoring the tactical air request net,
reserves the right to override the request for additional direct air
support, but typically uses a “silence is consent” approach to ap-
prove ground combat element requests for air support. 

The direct air support center attempts to resolve requests for im-
mediate direct air support at its level. It first verifies the target
with the senior fire support coordination center and compares the
target to the MAGTF commander’s target priority list. If a pre-
planned, on-call mission is available to fill the request the DASC
may assign the request to the on-call mission and then inform the
FSCC and the requester. If resources are not available to fill the

4-18  MCWP 3-25.3



request, and if the target is of a high enough priority to warrant
immediate action, the DASC may request the Marine tactical air
command center to divert a mission of lower priority to fill the
joint tactical air strike request.

Note
The DASC may divert aircraft without permis-
sion from the Marine TACC if the ACE com-
mander has delegated the authority to divert
missions.

If missions cannot be diverted to fill the joint tactical air strike
request, the Marine TACC’s current operations section may co-
ordinate with Marine aircraft groups to create additional sorties
to fill the request or may request additional resources from the
JAOC.

Deep Air Support

Deep air support is air action against enemy targets at such a dis-
tance from friendly forces that detailed integration of each mis-
sion with fire and movement of friendly forces is not required.
Deep air support missions can be conducted on either side of the
fire support coordination line. The determination of proximity to
friendly forces determines whether control is required. Detailed
coordination and communication with the senior FSCC are re-
quired to make this determination and to avoid delivering ord-
nance on or near friendly advance forces. Deep air support
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missions include air interdiction and armed reconnaissance mis-
sions.

Deep air support missions are typically preplanned, but in the
case of time critical targets, such as theater ballistic missile trans-
porter erector launchers, may be immediate. Deep air support
missions are typically part of a package that includes a variety of
aircraft, each aircraft conducts different missions to support the
attack against the deep air support target. A typical package may
include aircraft conducting suppression of enemy air defenses,
electronic warfare, fighter escort, aerial refueling, and the air-
craft actually delivering the munitions against the target.

Deep air support missions typically receive threat updates and
routing instructions from the tactical air operations center, but
can also receive information from the DASC or an airborne
DASC specifically tasked to provide support to the deep air sup-
port package. The TAOC, using its air surveillance radars, has
the ability to provide positive control, within the limits of
ground-based radar, to the deep air support mission and its sup-
port package during its ingress to the target and its return to
force through the integrated air defense system. The direct air
support center can provide similar functions using procedural
control and coordinating with the TAOC for safe passage of the
deep air support mission. Often, the location and type of target
are the determining factor for assigning a control agency to deep
air support missions.

When a request for an immediate deep air support mission is
received at the Marine tactical air command center’s current op-
erations section, they must determine the priority and the time
criticality of the target and weigh those factors against available
assets. In the case of high priority, time critical targets, the
Marine TACC may divert close air support missions to fill the
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request. Otherwise, coordination will be effected as described for
direct air support to fill the request. Immediate deep air support
missions may not have the luxury of a dedicated support pack-
age. The Marine TACC may attempt to assemble a support pack-
age for the deep air support mission should the situation dictate. 

Assault Support

Assault support missions are coordinated through the direct air
support center in much the same manner as direct air support
missions. Scheduled assault support missions are processed
through the DASC and routed to their terminal controller, nor-
mally an assault support coordinator (airborne) or helicopter sup-
port team. In locations where a high degree of helicopter traffic
is expected, such as a large troop and cargo lift, the assault sup-
port coordinator (airborne) coordinates the flow of helicopters
into and out of the landing zone. He may also coordinate with
helicopter support teams on the ground.

Requests for immediate assault support are transmitted by ele-
ments within the GCE or CSSE over the helicopter request net
using an assault support request. (The helicopter request net is
often combined with the tactical air request net.) The direct air
support center receives the assault support request and attempts
to fill the assault support request with available assets. If the re-
quest is of a high enough priority, the DASC may request that
other assault support resources be diverted from their scheduled
mission to fill the immediate request. If assets are not available,
the DASC may request additional assets from the Marine tactical
air command center. The Marine TACC, in turn, may divert
other assault support aircraft or coordinate with the Marine air-
craft group to provide additional sorties to fill the request. In the
case of requests for medical evacuation, the direct air support

MACCS Handbook  4-21



center is normally delegated divert authority by the ACE
commander.

Aerial Refueling

The TAOC normally controls aerial refueling to expedite the air-
craft join-up process, to maintain situational awareness on the
amount of fuel giveaway remaining on the tanker aircraft, and to
provide positive control to the tanker to deconflict the tanker
with other aircraft transiting through the area.

Air Reconnaissance

Air reconnaissance missions are controlled in much the same
manner as deep air support missions (except unmanned aerial ve-
hicles). If operating from an airfield or forward operating base,
the Marine air traffic control detachment provides initial coordi-
nation for the use of unmanned aerial vehicles. The MATCD en-
sures the unmanned aerial vehicle has the airspace necessary to
elevate to its operating altitude. If the unmanned aerial vehicle is
not operating from an airfield or forward operating base then re-
stricted operating zones or restricted operating areas are usually
established to provide deconflicted airspace for unmanned aerial
vehicle launch and recovery. Because the unmanned aerial vehi-
cle is usually operated near friendly troop locations, the DASC
provides routing and procedural control of the unmanned aerial
vehicle to deconflict the unmanned aerial vehicle from close air
and assault support aircraft as well as to integrate it with the fire
support plan. The TAOC and/or MATCD can be used to provide
en route positive control or flight following services to un-
manned aerial vehicles. The Marine air command and control
system can also provide the conduit for rapid dissemination of
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real-time and near real-time reconnaissance information and im-
agery for the MAGTF commander.

Electronic Warfare

Electronic warfare missions are treated in much the same manner
as aerial refueling and deep air support missions. Coordination
and routing for electronic warfare aircraft assigned to provide
electronic attack for deep or close air support missions are nor-
mally controlled by the tactical air operations center and direct
air support center, respectively. Air tracks detected by electronic
warfare aircraft may be reported directly to the TAOC for corre-
lation with known air tracks or forwarded via data link to be in-
cluded in the overall air picture.

Antiair Warfare

Antiair warfare is that action required to destroy or reduce to an
acceptable level the enemy air and missile threat. Antiair warfare
includes the areas of offensive antiair warfare and air defense.

Offensive antiair warfare actions are those operations conducted
against enemy air assets and air defense systems before they are
launched or before they assume an attacking role. Offensive anti-
air warfare includes such tasks as suppression of enemy air de-
fenses and attacking enemy airfields. Like deep air support
missions, the controlling agency for offensive antiair warfare
missions is normally dependent on the location of the target. The
DASC coordinates suppression of enemy air defenses in support
of close air support missions. Suppression of enemy air defense
systems need not be conducted by aircraft, but can also be con-
ducted by other supporting arms such as artillery. Typically, the
TAOC provides routing and threat updates to offensive antiair
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warfare missions that do not require detailed integration with the
fire and maneuver of ground forces. Requests for immediate sup-
pression of enemy air defenses are submitted using the joint tacti-
cal air strike request over the tactical air request net. A joint
tactical air strike request for suppression of enemy air defenses
missions is processed in the same manner as other immediate re-
quests for air support.

Air defense includes all defensive measures designed to destroy
attacking enemy aircraft or missiles in the earth’s atmosphere or
to nullify or reduce the effectiveness of an enemy attack. Air de-
fense includes both active and passive actions. Passive air de-
fense is the responsibility of all commanders and includes such
methods as early warning, cover, concealment, deception, dis-
persion, etc. Marine air-ground task force active air defense is
coordinated at the Marine tactical air command center/sector an-
tiair warfare coordinator level and conducted at the TAOC level. 

The MAGTF may be designated one or more sectors in which it
will conduct and coordinate air defense efforts. Typically, a sec-
tor antiair warfare coordinator is designated in each sector to co-
ordinate the execution efforts of air defense agencies and units
within the sector. He supervises the tactical air operations center
in its execution of active air defense operations, plans future ac-
tivities for air defense units within the sector, and makes recom-
mendations to the ACE commander regarding the employment of
air defense resources within the sector. He also coordinates with
the Marine air traffic control detachment for the activation of
base defense zones around forward operating bases. As the ACE
commander’s air defense battle manager, the SAAWC may be
the Marine air-ground task force’s agent for performing sector or
regional air defense commander functions when operating as part
of a joint force. The SAAWC coordinates air defense actions
within its sector with higher and adjacent air defense agencies
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and activities including (as applicable) area, regional, and sector
air defense commanders.

The tactical air operations center executes active air defense tasks
through the control of air defense weapons. It uses assigned air
defense aircraft and surface-to-air weapons within its area to de-
stroy enemy air and missile threats, determining which resource
to use based on available air defense assets and the location and
type of threat. The TAOC reports the results of engagements to
the Marine tactical air command center, maintains status on
weapon expenditures and remaining time on station for combat
air patrol aircraft, and tracks the amount of fuel available from
tanker aircraft. It is responsible not only for the control of air de-
fense aircraft and surface-to-air weapons systems, but it is also
responsible for the safe routing of itinerant air traffic through its
assigned sector.

The SAAWC uses aircraft scheduled on the air tasking order for
air defense missions and assigns these aircraft to the TAOC(s)
based on air defense activity within the sector. He also manages
the combat air patrols’ use of aerial refueling assets. Air defense
missions appear on the ATO as either preplanned, scheduled mis-
sions or preplanned, on-call missions. Preplanned, on-call mis-
sions are often called strip alert aircraft. If the need for additional
air defense aircraft arises, the tactical air operations center re-
quests additional assets from the SAAWC, who provides the
TAOC with available assets, or if none are available, requests
from the Marine TACC that a strip alert air defense mission be
launched or that available airborne assets be refueled and re-
turned to station.

Note
The ACE commander may delegate authority to
the SAAWC to launch strip alert aircraft.
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If aircraft are not available for immediate air defense missions,
the Marine TACC’s current operations section may elect to di-
vert aircraft from another type of mission (direct air support,
deep air support) to fill the void or request additional aircraft
from the Marine aircraft groups or the joint air operations center.

As enemy air threats are detected, the sector antiair warfare coor-
dinator requests the Marine TACC to upgrade the air defense
warning condition for particular areas. Commensurate with this,
the SAAWC may also ask for upgrades to the weapons control
status to engage the threat at the furthest possible range.
The tactical air operations center uses information gained from
its air surveillance radars and data link-equipped aircraft and air
control agencies to build a comprehensive air picture. This infor-
mation is shared with other appropriately equipped data link
agencies to build an air situation picture that portrays air activity
throughout the joint force’s operating area. To enhance this pic-
ture, the TAOC takes advantage of all available air surveillance
sensors including aircraft equipped with TADIL-C, electronic
warfare support aircraft, and MATCD sensor information. The
TAOC typically deploys an early warning and control site to a
location where terrain masking or line of sight limitations inhibit
the detection afforded by radars located at the main site. The in-
formation gained through various, dispersed battlefield air sur-
veillance sensors and electronic intelligence assets can provide a
detailed air picture that significantly enhances identification of
friendly aircraft and early warning of enemy air attack.

Airspace Management

Airspace management is the coordination, integration, and regu-
lation of the use of airspace of defined dimensions. Airspace
management functions are conducted at various levels throughout
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the Marine air command and control system. The Marine tactical
air command center conducts airspace management planning. It
also receives requests for airspace control measures from various
MACCS agencies and activities and other MAGTF elements to
prepare input to the airspace control plan/order. The airspace
control plan, developed by the airspace control authority, pro-
vides an exhaustive list of all available airspace control measures
for use by the joint force. Additionally, the airspace control plan
delineates the general procedures for using airspace within the
joint theater of operations. The airspace control plan can gener-
ally be found as an annex or appendix of the joint operations or-
der or plan. The airspace control order provides detailed airspace
information to airspace users (aircrew) and airspace managers
(Marine TACC, TAOC, DASC, air traffic control, etc.). The
airspace control order contains modifications and additions to the
airspace control plan. It is generally transmitted daily as part of
the air tasking order. Also transmitted with the ATO is the spe-
cial instructions (SPINS). The SPINS contain a variety of aug-
menting information such as specific time periods for the
activation of air control measures and changes to the ROE or
identification criteria.

Real-time airspace management is conducted by principal
MACCS agencies. The direct air support center, tactical air op-
erations center, and Marine air traffic control detachment use air-
space control measures to effect control and direction of aircraft
within their portion of the airspace. The MATCD effects coordi-
nation of airspace with host or allied nation aviation authorities
to facilitate the processing of tactical air traffic from their for-
ward operating bases to their area of action. Marine air traffic
control mobile teams operating from tactical landing zones and
forward arming and refueling points also control the flow of
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aircraft into and out of these areas, necessitating the need to co-
ordinate its airspace with other MACCS agencies.

Immediate requests for airspace control measures are normally
forwarded to the Marine tactical air command center. The
Marine TACC’s current operations section coordinates directly
with the airspace control authority’s staff to enact an airspace
control measure or arbitrate a conflict. Additions or modifica-
tions to existing airspace control measures are forwarded from
the airspace control authority to the Marine TACC, who pro-
vides that information to affected agencies.
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