Marine Corps Planning Process

Acronym List

	Acronym
	Full Name

	AA
	avenue of approach

	AAG
	army artillery group

	ACE
	aviation combat element

	ADA
	air defense artillery

	AFTADS
	advanced field artillery tactical system

	AGMB
	advance guard main body

	AI
	area of interest; area of influence

	AO
	area of operations

	AOA
	amphibious objective area

	ARAG
	army rocket artillery group

	ASPB
	all-source production section

	AT
	antitank; antiterrorism

	ATO
	air tasking order

	BDA
	battle damage assessment

	BLUFOR
	blue forces (i.e., friendly forces)

	BMNT
	beginning morning nautical twilight

	BMP
	a type of tracked, armored vehicle

	BOS
	battlefield operating system

	BRAG
	brigade artillery group

	C2
	command and control

	C2PC
	command and control personal computer

	C3
	command, control, and communications

	C3I
	command, control, communications, and intelligence

	CAA
	combined arms army

	CAS
	close air support

	CASEVAC
	casualty evacuation

	CATK
	counterattack

	CBAE
	commander’s battlespace area evaluation

	CCIR
	commander’s critical information requirements

	CE
	command element

	CFL
	coordinated fire line

	CI
	counterintelligence

	CIAS
	counterintelligence analysis section

	CIR
	critical information requirement

	COA
	course of action

	COCOM
	combatant command

	COG
	center of gravity

	CONPLAN
	contingency plan

	CP
	command post

	CRP
	combat reconnaissance patrol

	CSOP
	combat security outpost

	CSSE
	combat service support element

	CTAPS
	Contingency Theatre Automated Planning System

	CV
	critical vulnerability

	DAG
	division artillery group

	DIRLAUTH
	direct liaison authorized

	DMA
	Defense Mapping Agency

	DP
	decision point

	DST
	decision support template

	DZ
	drop zone

	EAC
	echelons above corps

	EENT
	end evening nautical twilight

	EPW
	enemy prisoner of war

	ERP
	engineer reconnaissance patrol

	EWS
	expeditionary warfare school

	FAARP
	forward area arming and refueling point

	FAC
	forward air controller

	FEBA
	forward edge of the battle area

	FFIR
	friendly force information requirement

	FLOT
	forward line of own troops

	FOPS
	future operations; future ops

	FPOL
	forward passage of lines

	FRAGO
	fragmentary order

	FSCC
	fire support coordination center

	FSCL
	fire support coordination line

	FSE
	fire support element

	FSO
	fire support officer

	FSSG
	force service support group

	GCCS
	global command and control system

	GCE
	ground combat element

	HN
	host nation

	HPT
	high-payoff target

	HUMINT
	human source intelligence

	HVT
	high-value target

	IAS
	intelligence analysis system

	IEW
	intelligence and electronic warfare

	IMINT
	imagery intelligence

	INTSUM
	intelligence summary

	IO
	information operation; intelligence oversight; intelligence operation

	IPB
	intelligence preparation of the battlespace

	IR
	intelligence requirement

	ISM
	intelligence synchronization matrix

	ISOS
	intelligence system of systems

	ITO
	installation transportation officer

	I&W
	indications and warnings

	JDISS
	joint deployable intelligence support system

	JIC
	Joint Intelligence Center

	JLOTS
	joint logistics over-the-shore

	JMCIS/UB
	joint maritime command information system/unified build

	JOPES
	Joint Operation Planning and Execution System

	JOTS
	Joint Operational Tactical System

	LC
	line of contact

	LD
	line of departure

	LNO
	liaison officer

	LOC
	line of communication

	LOS
	line of sight

	LTIOV
	latest time information of value

	LZ
	landing zone

	MAGTF
	Marine air-ground task force

	MARDIV
	Marine division

	MASINT
	measurement and signature intelligence

	MAW
	Marine aircraft wing

	MBA
	main battle area

	MCOO
	modified combined obstacle overlay

	MCPP
	Marine Corps planning process

	MCT
	movement control team

	MEF
	Marine expeditionary force

	METT-T
	mission, enemy, terrain and weather, troops and support available—time available

	METT-TSL
	Mission, enemy, terrain and weather, available troops and fire support—time, space and logistics

	MI
	military intelligence; movement instruction

	MIBN
	mechanized infantry battalion

	MIBR
	mechanized infantry brigade

	MIC
	mechanized infantry company

	MID
	mechanized infantry division

	MOD
	mobile obstacle detachment

	MOOSE MUSS
	mass, objective, offensive, surprise, economy of force, maneuver, unity of command, security, simplicity

	MSC
	major subordinate command

	MSD
	movement support detachment

	MSR
	main supply route

	MST
	mission support team

	NAI
	named area of interest

	NBC
	nuclear, biological, and chemical

	NEO
	noncombatant evacuation operation

	NOE
	nap of the earth

	NRT
	near real time

	OB
	order of battle

	OODA
	observe, orient, decide, and act

	OPCON
	operational control

	OPFOR
	opposing force

	OPLAN
	operation plan

	OPORD
	operation order

	OPSEC
	operational security

	OPT
	operational planning team

	OSINT
	open source intelligence

	PDE&A
	planning, decision, execution, and assessment

	PIR
	priority intelligence requirement

	POL
	petroleum, oil, and lubricants

	PSYOP
	psychological operation

	RAC
	rear area commander

	REC
	radio electronic combat

	RFI
	request for information

	RFL
	restrictive fire line

	RISTA
	reconnaissance, intelligence, surveillance, and target acquisition

	ROE
	rules of engagement

	R&S
	reconnaissance and surveillance

	RS&C
	reconnaissance, surveillance, and counterreconnaissance

	SIGINT
	signals intelligence

	SME
	subject matter expert

	SMEAC
	situation, mission, execution, administration and logistics, command and signal

	SOP
	standard operating procedure

	SROE
	standing rules of engagement

	TACON
	tactical control

	TAI
	target area of interest

	TBMCS
	theater battle management core system

	TBN
	tank battalion

	TCF
	tactical combat force

	TCO
	tactical combat operation

	TIP
	tactics, techniques, and procedures

	TMS
	target management system

	TOE
	table of organization and equipment

	TPL
	time phase line

	TRAP
	tactical recovery of aircraft and personnel

	TTP
	tactics, techniques, and procedures

	UAV
	unmanned aerial vehicle

	UCW; UW
	unconventional warfare


Students with Internet access may wish to visit these sites for more information on military terminology.

www.dtic.mil/doctrine/jel/doddict/ (DoD dictionary for acronyms and definitions)

www.globemaster.de/html/dictionary.html (more than 7,000 military acronyms)
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