Warfighting

Acronym List

	Acronym
	Full Name

	AAR
	after-action report

	AAA
	anti-aircraft armament

	AAAV
	advanced amphibious assault vehicle

	ACE
	aviation combat element

	ACF
	air contingency force

	ADCON
	administrative control

	AGMB
	advance guard main body

	AO
	area of operations

	AOI
	area of interest

	AOR
	area of responsibility

	APC
	aerial port commander, armored personnel carrier, assign preprogrammed conference list

	ARAG
	army rocket artillery group

	AT
	antiterrorism, antitank

	ATGM
	antitank guided missile, antitank guided munition

	BLUFOR
	blue forces (i.e., friendly forces)

	BMCT
	beginning morning civil twilight

	BMNT
	beginning morning nautical twilight

	BMP
	A type of tracked armored vehicle

	C2
	command and control

	CAP
	combined action platoon

	CAS
	close air support

	CATK
	counterattack

	CBAE
	commander’s battlespace area evaluation

	CC
	critical capability

	CCIR
	commander’s critical information requirement

	CE
	command element

	CG (also COG)
	center of gravity

	CHOP
	change of operational control

	CINCUSJFCOM
	Commander in Chief, U.S. Joint Forces Command (Note: This term is obsolete.)

	CINCUSPACOM
	Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Command (Note: This term is obsolete.)

	CJCS
	Commander, Joint Chiefs of Staff

	CO
	commanding officer

	COA
	course of action

	COCOM
	combatant command

	COG (also CG)
	center of gravity

	COMCMFC
	Commander, Combined Marine Forces Command

	COMMARFOREUR
	Commander, Marine Corps Forces, Europe

	COMMARFORLANT
	Commander, Marine Corps Forces, Atlantic

	COMMARFORPAC
	Commander, Marine Corps Forces Pacific

	COMMARFORSOUTH
	Commander, Marine Corps Forces, South

	COMMZ
	combat zones and communications zone

	COMUSMARFOR-K
	Commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Korea

	CONUS
	continental United States

	CP
	check point; collection point; command post; contact point; control point

	CR
	critical requirement

	CRP
	combat reconnaissance patrol

	CSOP
	combat security outpost

	CSS
	central security service; combat service support; communications subsystem; coordinator surface search

	CSSE
	combat service support element

	CV
	critical vulnerability

	DAG
	division artillery brigade

	DIRLAUTH
	direct liaison authorized

	DOTMLPF
	doctrine, organization, training, material, leadership, personnel, and facilities

	EECT
	end-of-evening civil twilight

	EMW
	expeditionary maneuver warfare

	ERP
	engineer reconnaissance patrol

	FAC
	forward air controller

	FAST
	fleet antiterrorism security team

	FEBA
	forward edge of the battle area

	FLOT
	forward line of own troops

	FPOL
	forward passage of lines

	FRAGO (also FRAGORD)
	fragmentary order 

	FSE
	forward security element

	GCE
	ground combat element

	HE
	high explosive

	HN
	host nation

	IFV
	infantry fighting vehicle

	IO
	information operations

	IPB
	intelligence preparation of the battlespace

	JFACC
	joint force air component commander

	JFLCC
	joint force land component commander

	JFMCC
	joint force maritime component commander

	JFSOCC
	joint force special operations component commander

	JOA
	joint operations areas

	JOPES
	Joint Operation Planning and Execution System

	JSOA
	joint special operations area

	JTF
	joint task force

	JUO
	joint urban operations

	LD
	line of departure

	LF
	landing force

	LOC
	line of communication

	MAGTF
	Marine air-ground task force

	MARCENT
	Marine Corps Forces, Central Command

	MARFORCENT
	Marine Corps Forces, United States Central Command

	MARFOREUR
	Marine Corps Forces, Europe

	MARFORLANT
	Marine Corps Forces, Atlantic

	MARFORPAC
	Marine Corps Forces, Pacific

	MARFORSOUTH
	Marine Corps Forces, Southern

	MCOO
	modified combined obstacle overlay

	MCPP
	Marine Corps planning process

	MDMP
	military decision-making process

	ME
	main effort

	MEB
	Marine expeditionary brigade

	MEF
	Marine expeditionary force

	METT-T
	mission, enemy, terrain and weather, troops and support available—time available

	METT-TC
	mission, enemy, terrain and weather, troops and support available—time available, civil considerations

	METT-TSL
	Mission, enemy, terrain and weather, troops and fire support available—time, space and logistics

	MEU
	Marine expeditionary unit

	MEU(SOC)
	Marine expeditionary unit (special operations capable)

	MIB
	military intelligence board

	MIBN
	mechanized infantry battalion

	MIBR
	mechanized infantry brigade

	MIC
	mechanized infantry company

	MID
	mechanized infantry division

	MIP
	mechanized infantry platoon

	MLC
	Marine Logistics Command

	MOD
	mobile obstacle detachment

	MOOTW
	military operations other than war

	MPF
	maritime pre-positioning force

	MPSRON
	maritime pre-positioning ships squadron

	MSD
	movement support detachment

	MSE
	major subordinate element

	NBC
	nuclear, biological, and chemical

	NCA
	National Command Authorities

	NGO
	nongovernmental organization

	NLT
	no later than

	OMFTS
	operational maneuver from the sea

	OODA
	observation-orientation-decision-action

	OPCON
	operational control

	OPFOR
	opposing force, opposition force

	OPLAN
	operation plan

	OPORD
	operation order

	ORM
	operational risk management

	OTH
	over the horizon

	PL
	phase line

	POL
	petroleum, oil, and lubricants

	POTUS
	President of the United States

	RDF
	rapid deployment force

	ROE
	rules of engagement

	RSOI; RSO&I
	reception, staging, onward movement, and integration

	SE
	supporting effort

	SECDEF
	U.S. Secretary of Defense

	SITTEMP
	situational template

	SO
	special operations

	SOF
	special operations forces

	SOP
	standard operating procedure

	STOM
	ship-to-objective maneuver

	TACAIR
	tactical air

	TACON
	tactical control

	TD
	theater distribution; timing distributor; total drift; transmit data

	TLP
	troop leading procedure

	TRP
	target reference point

	UCP
	Unified Command Plan

	UN
	United Nations

	UNAAF
	Unified Action Armed Forces

	USAF
	U.S. Air Force

	USC
	United States Code

	USCINCCENT
	Commander in Chief, United States Central Command (Note: This term is obsolete.)

	USCINCEUR
	Commander in Chief, Europe (Note:  This term is obsolete.)

	USCINCJFCOM
	Commander in Chief, U.S. Joint Forces Command (Note: This term is obsolete.)

	USCINCPAC
	Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Command (Note: This term is obsolete.)

	USCINCSO
	Commander in Chief, U.S. Southern Command (Note: This term is obsolete.)

	USG
	U.S. government

	USJFCOM
	U.S. Joint Forces Command

	VEESS
	vehicle engine exhaust smoke system


Students with Internet access may wish to visit these sites for more information on military terminology.

www.dtic.mil/doctrine/jel/doddict/ (DoD dictionary for acronyms and definitions)

www.globemaster.de/html/dictionary.html (more than 7,000 military acronyms)
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