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LESSON PURPOSE:  The purpose of this lesson is to stress the importance of values and to provide appropriate practical exercises which:



-  Stress to the Marine the professional aspect of the Corps and expected standards of conduct.



-  Promote an understanding of values, character, and the Marine Corps core values.



-  Promote an understanding of ethics and ethical decision-making.



1.  VALUES.



a.  Definition.  Values are an individual's or a group's ideas about the worth or importance of people, things, and concepts.  We get our values from home, school, peer groups, community, jobs, and church.  Sociologists agree that values formed early in life seem to have a more lasting impact.



b.  Categories of Values.  It is recognized that values are organized into the following categories:



1)  Personal.  Personal values are traits that are representative of a person's moral character, such as honesty, responsibility, loyalty, moral courage, and friendliness.



2)  Social.  Social values are learned and involve one's relationship to society and to other people.  There are four classes of social values.



a)  Folk Ways.  Values people accept out of habit.



b)  Mores.  Morality which governs values.



c)  Institutional Ways.  Practices set up under law.



d)  Taboos.  The emphatic do's and don'ts of a particular society.



3)  Economic.  Economic values are identified through equal employment, stable economy, balancing of supply and demand of productive goods, money, private property, pride of ownership, and taxes.



4)  Political.  Political values include loyalty to country, concern for national welfare, democracy, public service, voting, elections, and civic responsibility.



5)  Religious.  Religious values are characterized by reverence for life, human dignity, and freedom to worship.



c.  How Character is Related to Our Values.  Our character is defined by "...the commitment to an admirable set of values, and the courage to manifest those values in one's life, no matter the cost in terms of personal success or popularity." - Lewis Sorley, "Parameters," March 1989.
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