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MARRIAGE IN THE MARINE CORPS








INTRODUCTION:		     (3 MIN)





1.  GAIN ATTENTION.  Imagine yourself in a situation where your platoon is being sent into combat.  As you're waiting to be airlifted into the combat zone, you hear that half of the other platoons that have already been committed have been wiped out.  Think you'd be a little concerned?  You bet you would!  Some of the first things that you'd want to know are:





    "Why are they suffering so many casualties?"





    "How big is the enemy force?"  





    "Is the enemy using biological or chemical weapons?"





Again, you'd want to know why half the Marines did not survive the battle.  





We should be similarly concerned that marriages in the United States experience the same 50% casualty rate and that the statistic of failure is even higher among first-term Marines.  Why do some Marines' marriages end in divorce while others last?  


2.  OVERVIEW.  This lesson will focus on how marriages are affected by the realities of service, the reasons why some of those marriages break up, and the resources that can provide assistance to those about to be married, recently married, or who would like help in their marriage.


  


3.  INTRODUCE LESSON PURPOSE.  The purpose of this period of instruction is to familiarize Marines with the special challenges a Marine Corps career presents to a married couple.  The material in this lesson will not be tested.  There are no terminal or enabling learning objectives.  





4.  METHOD/MEDIA.  This period of instruction will be taught by lecture/group discussion.  A 24-minute video, Marriage in the Marine Corps, will also be shown. 





5.  EVALUATION.  You will not be tested on this material.





INSTRUCTOR'S NOTE:





Show Marines the video "Marriage in the Marine Corps" (24 min.).  Upon completion of the video, lead Marines through a 46-minute lecture on marriage in the Marine Corps.








TRANSITION:  Having watched the video, you understand some of the challenges a Marine Corps career presents to a marriage.  The choice of a mate is so important because it affects you for the rest of your life.  In the "old Corps," most Marines did not worry about it; they simply could not afford marriage.  That's not the case today.








BODY:                                                    (46 MIN) 





1.  MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE STATISTICS:     (5 MIN)





a.  Marriage Rates.  The marriage rate in the Marine Corps continues to rise.  Figures on Marine Corps marriage rates show that in 1980, 33% of Marines were married.  Five years later that number increased to 44%.  In 1993, the marriage rate among Marines was approximately 49%.





b.  Marriage Age.  While the number of young people in the United States has been declining, the number of married Marines between the ages of 17 and 21 has continued to increase.  The number of divorces among first-term Marines has, unfortunately, also grown significantly.





c.  DIVORCE STATISTICs.   


     


1)  The United States has the highest divorce rate in the world.  





2)  Studies show that in 1980 when the divorce rate peaked in the United States, divorces occurred in one out of every two marriages.





3)  While the civilian divorce rate has remained constant into the 1990's, the Marine Corps has seen its overall divorce rate increase.  














a)  Between 1980 and 1993, Marine Corps divorce rates jumped to 77%.  Looking at the percentage of divorces among enlisted Marines only, there has been an increase of 95%.  If one looks even more closely at the increase in divorces for first-term Marines, privates through corporals, the divorce rate has increased 117%.





b)  The majority of Marines marry and divorce during their first term of enlistment.  Data has further shown that military personnel are inclined to remarry sooner than civilians.





c)  When one or both partners are still "on the rebound," 40% of military second marriages end in divorce within the first five years.





INSTRUCTOR'S NOTE:





Probe the class by asking questions.








Pronbbe





Probe the class by asking questions.








TRANSITION:  Now that we have an idea about the marriage and divorce rates in the United States and within the Marine Corps, let's discuss some of the reasons first-term Marines have given for getting married.








2.  WHY MANY FIRST-TERM MARINES MARRY:     (10 MIN)





a.  Make more money.  When our military went to an all volunteer force, pay was increased and family entitlements were expanded to attract more recruits.  By calling attention to family benefits such as Basic Allowance for Quarters (BAQ), separation allowances, and commuted rations (COMRATS), the military itself created the "financial illusion" that married military couples make more money than single personnel.  So a number of first-term Marines believe they can support a spouse and children on their military pay and live comfortably in the process.  





b.  Escape loneliness and the barracks life.  Some Marines marry to escape loneliness and barracks life.  While barracks life subjects you to room inspections and does not usually allow you a choice of roommates, married life allows you to choose your "roommate" while avoiding the hassle of inspections.








c.  Sex.  "Sleeping around" may end a Marine's life through disease.  It may end their career through legal procedures in the case of adultery, sodomy, rape (to include statutory/underage or lack of consent), or indecent acts with a minor.  The risk of contracting a sexually transmitted disease, including AIDS, is greatly reduced in a faithful marriage because no diseases will be acquired from outside the marriage.





d.  Love.  There are divorced couples today who say:  "We loved one another very much, but love was not enough."  Many people misunderstand love; they think of it as an emotion, then they wonder why their commitments last only as long as their feelings.  Marriage is a partnership of common values and goals.  





1)  In order for a couple's love to grow and mature throughout life, the couple needs to be willing to work with each other on critical marriage issues such as finances, children, personal responsibilities, and goals.


  


2)  If a couple's relationship is grounded in a deep and mature respect for one another that produces actions which show their commitment to each other, the chances of entering into a life-long and happy marriage are greatly increased.  





e.  Pregnancy.  Another reason for marrying is pregnancy.  "I got her pregnant, so I had to marry her," or "I wanted my child to have a father" are reasons given for marriage.  





1)  Those who make that commitment need to realize the difficulty a third person will bring to the early years of a marriage.  The unexpected financial demands of an extra mouth to feed and the time-consuming physical needs of a baby are painfully difficult for a young couple.  Either or both partners may become resentful of the situation and the loss of "freedom" enjoyed when he/she was single.  





2)  People who marry because of pregnancy very often find themselves unable to make a success of the marriage. 





INSTRUCTOR'S NOTE:





Probe the class by asking questions.








Pronbbe





Probe the class by asking questions.








TRANSITION:  Where do things go wrong in a marriage?  Let's look at some of the reasons why marriages end in divorce.


3.  WHY SO MANY MARRIAGES END IN DIVORCE:     (16 MIN)





It is disturbing to note that Marines interviewed after going through a divorce have said that they did not take part in any marriage preparation classes or counseling.  In fact, one young, first-term Marine made this interesting comparison:





"I prepared more for my bungy cord jump; checking the site, checking the equipment, rope length, catch lever, 


receiving line, and double checking everything again and again.  You want to make sure everything is good to go before you do it.  But for my marriage, I didn't do anything but go to the Justice of the Peace."





a.  Marines Lead Unique Lives.  Statistics show that the things that make the Marine Corps unique are among the things that add stress and difficulty to marriage.  





1)  Problems with money, lack of maturity, and children from previous relationships.





2)  Extended separations.





3)  Frequent moves.





b.  Money.  Many Marines mistakenly believe that by getting married, they'll have more money.  While married Marines do qualify for some financial help such as BAQ and COMRATS, and sometimes separations allowance when deployed, they also acquire extra expenses.  If there are children, expenses are even higher.  Several points must be kept in mind:





1)  Base housing is not always available and off-base housing in many areas where Marines are assigned has been found to be unaffordable to young enlisted families.





2)  If you and your spouse are planning for him/her to work, recognize that there is always the possibility of unemployment.  Even with a college degree, or other qualifications, there may simply be no jobs to be had.





3)  The high cost of child care often offsets the income that may be earned by a spouse with a low paying job.





4)  While dependents qualify for medical benefits, limited military medical staffing may require dependents to be cared for at civilian hospitals.  This will result in an out-of-pocket expense for the Marine.











5)  It is not uncommon to see a divorced lance corporal with two children.  The amount of alimony and child support that can be ordered varies widely in different states.  The court will decree that you establish an allotment, and your pay will be withheld to assure timely payment of both alimony and child support.





6)  Marriage during your first term of enlistment should be thought out completely.  Getting married to collect BAQ and COMRATS is not the answer to raising your income, because the extra expenses will always exceed the amount of increase.  





c.  EXTENDED SEPARATION.  As Marines, we are the "911 Force" for the country.  You will be deployed at a moment's notice.  Many may be aware of the Marine Corps' rapid deployments to such places as Panama, Liberia, Southwest Asia, and Somalia.  Your duties require you to be deployed 40% to 60% of your fleet time.  This is especially true during your first tour of duty as a junior Marine.  Because of this, it becomes extremely important that a Marine's spouse have the essential maturity and ability to carry on in your absence. 





d.  FREQUENT MOVES.  You have chosen a profession that requires you to transfer to duty stations where the Corps needs your skills, and not necessarily the place you choose.  Marine families are transferred from one duty station to the next on the average of every 2.4 years.  Although the Commandant is taking steps to make tours longer at each duty station, the frequency of these moves is still a financial and emotional burden on the Marine family.  Assignments to overseas duty are a real possibility.  There are two basic kinds of overseas assignments:





1)  Accompanied.  The Marine Corps provides support and housing for the spouse and dependents with the Marine.





2)  Unaccompanied.  The Marine goes alone.  The Marine Corps family must be adaptive and flexible in response to the challenge of living in a foreign culture without the close support of family and friends.  These frequent relocations can be especially difficult for a young spouse who is away from their family for the first time.























e.  LACK OF Maturity.  While an immature individual may tend to act impulsively, a mature person generally thinks about the long term effects of a decision before undertaking a particular action.  For example, a Marine reports to his first duty station, a large base, and decides that he needs "wheels."  Rather than calculating what kind of vehicle he can really afford, he purchases a late model sports car at a local used car lot.  Later he discovers that:





1)  The interest rates make the car twice as expensive as originally estimated.





2)  There are mechanical defects that were not initially visible and will cost an "arm and a leg" to repair.





3)  Insurance is often unaffordably high.  This cost can also increase if the Marine subsequently receives even just one traffic ticket.





Deciding whom you will marry is a far more important decision than what kind of car you will buy.





f.  INFIDELITY.  A recent Gallop Poll reported that an overwhelming majority of Americans are faithful to their marriage vows.  People who are separated from their spouses for extended periods of time, however, can be tempted, particularly when they are under stress or when alcohol might lower their inhibitions.  Marines who face multiple deployments away from their spouses need to commit themselves to remain faithful to their marriage vows.  While infidelity may be portrayed in a casual fashion in some afternoon television soap operas, adultery is deemed a criminal offense under Article 134 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice. 





g.  CHILDREN FROM PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIPS.  The number of marriages involving partners with children from previous relationships is higher in the military than in the civilian sector.  





1)  Being a step-parent is difficult enough, but adding long-term separations and frequent moves makes it even more challenging.  





2)  Many young Marines have not yet acquired the unique parenting skills necessary to raise children from a previous relationship of the spouse.  While the anticipated arrival of children in a marriage can help foster stability and increase the chances that a couple will remain together, children from a previous relationship add challenges that many people find they are not ready to take on.





INSTRUCTOR'S NOTE:





Probe the class by asking questions.








Pronbbe





Probe the class by asking questions.








TRANSITION:  Now that we have identified some of the reasons why some military marriages fail and end in divorce, let's  consider some recommendations that might increase your chances of enjoying a happy, successful marriage.








4.  WHAT A MARINE CAN DO:     (15 MIN)





a.  Studies show that chances of success in finding happiness in marriage and avoiding divorce are much higher among couples who practice a particular religion and attend worship services together regularly.  





b.  Besides religious involvement, the chances of success in marriage are statistically higher among those couples who participate in marriage preparation/enrichment programs.  





c.  Now that you are aware of some of the problems that lead to divorce among first-term Marines, consider these three recommendations:





1)  DON'T RUSH IT!  Do not risk your happiness and life on what may be an impulsive and hasty decision.  It also takes a certain amount of time to get to know a person well enough to be sure that you want to spend the rest of your life with that individual.  As we all know, meaningful friendships take time to develop and mature.  The better you know the person you are going to marry, the greater the chance that you and your partner have compatible expectations of marriage and are ready for the commitment.





2)  CONSIDER SUPPORT FROM THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY.  





a)  While 50% of American marriages end in divorce, that number drops to 20% among those who worship together regularly.  Generally speaking, unless a couple shares the same faith, most couples from different religious backgrounds will marry in the church or synagogue of the partner whose faith and practice is stronger.








b)  Some religions have particular marriage requirements that include mandatory marriage preparation and a period of notification (e.g., six months) to reduce the risk of premature marriages which are more prone to end in divorce.





c)  While chaplains may not be familiar with the specific requirements of all religions, they are ready to refer Marines to chaplains or civilian clergy of the particular religion in question.





3)  ENROLL IN A MARRIAGE PREPARATION/ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS.





a)  Studies have shown that couples who enroll in marriage preparation or enrichment programs increase their chances of marital happiness.  Such courses are designed for couples preparing for marriage and those who are already married.  They help couples enhance their communication and conflict resolution skills.  In addition, couples have the opportunity to explore their values and marital expectations, as well as those of their partner.





b)  Marriage preparation/enrichment allows couples to discuss not only what they have in common, but also to share honestly their feelings about differences.  Couples who have a similar cultural background and upbringing also have an increased chance of marital success.  Additionally, similar values and life goals contribute to martial satisfaction.  For example, one partner who is extremely interested in pursuing a college education may become extremely discouraged if his/her spouse is non-supportive of this goal.





c)   Two areas that are frequent and significant sources of conflict between military couples that are covered in marriage preparation/enrichment programs are:  finances and attitudes regarding children and child-rearing practices.  Generally speaking, finances cause more arguments between young military couples than any other issue.





d)  Most bases provide regularly scheduled marriage preparation and enrichment programs.  Marine commanders strongly support these programs, encouraging attendance for Marines--and their prospective spouses--who are about to marry.  Most spouses recognize the challenge that marriage in the military entails, and participate eager to learn all they can to increase their chances for a happy and successful marriage.





d.  MARRIAGE RESOURCES.  Many chaplains, Family Services Center counselors, and civilian clergy use marital surveys in their counseling.  One survey available both for couples who are preparing to marry and for those who are already married is "Marriage and Military Life."  This pamphlet reviews "critical areas" of married life and is designed to help couples evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of their relationship.  Additional reading material and videotapes regarding marriage preparation and enrichment are also available.





INSTRUCTOR'S NOTE:





Probe the class by asking questions.








Pronbbe





Probe the class by asking questions.








OPPORTUNITY FOR QUESTIONS:                                (1 MIN) 





1.  QUESTIONS FROM THE CLASS:





2.  QUESTIONS TO THE CLASS:





a.  QUESTION:  Will a Marine make more money when he's married?





ANSWER:  Yes, but the additional money will not cover the new expenses (rent, laundry, transportation, extra food, etc.).





b.  QUESTION:  What are the two basic kinds of overseas tours?





ANSWER:  Accompanied and unaccompanied tours.








SUMMARY:                                                  (1 MIN) 





During this lesson, we discussed marriage and divorce in the United States and the Marine Corps, reasons people marry or divorce,  considerations a Marine should make before getting married, and the resources provided within the Corps to assist Marines increase their chances of enjoying a happy and successful marriage. 
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