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1.  INTRODUCTION.  War is as old as mankind itself.  It is people, not weapons, that cause wars.  Man created the weapons, which are merely the instruments that a nation or state uses to carry out its war objectives.  While some people today still think that war is a free-for-all and that anything goes, this is no longer true.  Although man continues to be the force behind the weapons, there now exists certain limiting rules to which most countries have agreed to follow.  It is the policy of the Marine Corps to conduct operations in accordance with the existing laws of warfare.     





2.  OVERVIEW.  The purpose of this period of instruction is to familiarize Marines with the nine principles of the Law of War, the six articles of the Code of Conduct, and the rights of a prisoner or war.





3.  REFERENCES. 





a.  FM 27-10, The Law of Land Warfare.





b.  NAVMC 2681, Code of the U.S. Fighting Man.
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