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LESSON PURPOSE:  The purpose of this period of instruction is to familiarize Marines with the nine principles of the Law of War, the six articles of the Code of Conduct, and the rights of a prisoner of war.





1.  PRINCIPLES OF THE LAW OF WAR.





a.  Discipline in combat is essential.  Disobedience to the law of war dishonors the nation, the Marine Corps, and the individual Marine.  Violations of these principles prejudice the good order and discipline essential to success in combat.





1)  Marines fight only enemy combatants.





2)  Marines do not harm enemy soldiers who surrender; they disarm them and turn them over to superiors.





3)  Marines do not kill or torture prisoners.





4)  Marines collect and care for the wounded, whether friend or foe.





5)  Marines do not attack medical personnel, facilities, or equipment.





6)  Marines destroy no more than the mission requires.





7)  Marines treat all civilians humanely.





8)  Marines do not steal; they respect private property and possessions.





9)  Marines should do their best to prevent violations of the law of war.





b.  Report all violations of the law of war to your superiors, a military lawyer, chaplain, or provost marshall.    





�
2.  THE ARTICLES OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT.





a.  Article I.  I am an American, fighting in the forces which guard my country and our way of life.  I am prepared to give my life in their defense.





1)  This means that you are an American fighting for your country.  





2)  Many Marines before you have given their lives in defense of our country.  They did not intend to die, but in the course of their duties, they gave their lives for their country and its way of life.





b.  Article II.  I will never surrender of my own free will.  If in command, I will never surrender the members of my command while they still have the means to resist.


 


1)  I will never surrender as long as I can fight, nor will I surrender the Marines in my charge if they can fight.





2)  If they should lose the means to fight, they will take all possible steps to evade capture.





c.  Article III.  If I am captured, I will continue to resist by all means available.  I will make every effort to escape and to aid others to escape.  I will accept neither parole nor special favors from the enemy.   





d.  Article IV.  If I become a prisoner of war, I will keep faith with my fellow prisoners.  I will give no information nor take part in any action which might be harmful to my comrades.  If I am senior, I will take command.  If not, I will obey the lawful orders of those appointed over me and will back them up in every way.





1)  If I am a prisoner, I will help my fellow prisoners and not sell them out for favors from the enemy.  





2)  If I am senior, I will take charge; if not, I will follow the orders of the senior prisoner, regardless of the branch of service (U.S. or allied nation).  





e.  Article V.  When questioned, should I become a prisoner of war, I am required to give name, rank, service number, and date of birth.  I will evade answering further questions to the utmost of my ability.  I will make no oral or written statements disloyal to my country and its allies, or harmful to their cause.





1)  I may fill out a Geneva Convention Capture Card, but I am not required to.





2)  I may also write letters home and talk with the enemy about matters of health and welfare.





3)  I will say or sign nothing that may hurt my fellow prisoners, my country, or its allies.





f.  Article VI.  I will never forget that I am an American, fighting for freedom, responsible for my actions, and dedicated to the principles which made my country free.  I will trust in my God and in the United States of America.





1)  I am a Marine fighting to keep my country free.





2)  I will be responsible for my conduct, and I will trust in my God and my country.





3.  GENEVA CONVENTION.





a.  There are two practical reasons why you, as a member of the Armed Forces, should know about the Geneva Convention.





1)  In any combat situation, you must be ready to capture and control enemy prisoners until they are sent to POW camps.  The Geneva Convention tells us how to treat prisoners.





2)  Under the Code of Conduct, related to duty but in a more personal way, a U.S. Armed Forces member cannot voluntarily choose to become a POW.  But, it is recognized that we sometimes may be captured against our will because of an overwhelming enemy force or a lack of further means to resist.





b.  If you should ever become a POW, knowing your rights and obligations under the Geneva Convention could help you out.  You have 12 essential rights as a POW.  These same rights apply to enemy prisoners of war that are in the captivity of friendly forces.  These rights are to:





1)  Receive sanitary, protective housing, and clothing.





2)  Receive enough food to stay in good health.





3)  Receive adequate medical care.





4)  Receive necessary facilities for proper hygiene.





5)  Practice religious faith.


6)  Keep personal property except weapons, military equipment, and military documents.





7)  Send and receive mail.





8)  Receive packages containing food, clothing, educational, religious, or recreational materials.





9)  Select a fellow POW to represent you.





10)  Receive humane treatment by your captors.





11)  Have a copy of the Geneva Convention and its annexes, including any special agreements, posted where you can read them.  They must be written in English.  If they are posted where you cannot read them, you are entitled to a copy upon request.





12)  Have a copy of all camp regulations, notices, orders, and publications about your conduct as a POW posted where you can read them.  They, too, must be written in English, and if posted where you cannot read them, you are entitled to a copy upon request.





c.  POWs also have certain obligations.  These are responsibilities they are required to live up to.  The four obligations of a POW are as follows:





1)  To tell captors your name, rank, service number, and date of birth.





2)  To obey all lawful rules established by your captors.





3)  If required by captors, to perform labor for pay that is non-military, not humiliating, dangerous, or unhealthy.





4)  To continue military discipline and courtesy in the POW camp; you are required to render appropriate honors to your captors who are officers.





4.  ILLEGAL CONDUCT.





a.  It is recognized that war is, by its very nature, the darker side of human behavior.  Certain acts were committed in past wars which, if committed during peacetime, would have been considered illegal and/or repulsive.  Consequently, the laws of war attempt to eliminate such acts in dealing with combatants as well as noncombatants.  








b.  Some of these illegal acts are to:





1)  Fire on an enemy who has thrown down his weapon and has offered to surrender.  Enemy soldiers should be given the opportunity to surrender.





2)  Threaten, torture, or treat inhumanely any person you capture, whether they are a combatant or noncombatant.  Humane treatment of POWs is required under the law, and improper treatment is punishable by court-martial.





3)  Pretend to surrender, then shoot at the enemy when he accepts your surrender.





4)  Intentionally shoot at any person, vehicle, or building which displays the International Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion, or any other protective symbol or emblem, so long as that person or vehicle is exclusively engaged in the search for, collection, transportation, or treatment of the wounded and sick.





5)  Mutilate bodies, such as taking teeth or cutting off ears or scalps.





6)  Take personal property from prisoners, unless those items are clearly of a military or intelligence value (weapons, maps, or documents).





7)  Deny medical treatment to wounded enemy prisoners.  You are required to provide them the same type of medical care as you would to your own wounded.





8)  Attack or bombard, by any means, undefended towns, villages, dwellings, or buildings.  Furthermore, the pillage of such towns or places, when taken by assault, is also prohibited.





9)  Use a flag of truce or the national flag, military uniform and/or insignia of the enemy, under false pretenses.  If you do, and are caught by the enemy, you could be tried as a spy.





5.  ILLEGAL WEAPONS AND TARGETS.





a.  Illegal Weapons.  While many extremely lethal weapons have been developed by man, such as the hydrogen bomb, no effective weapon has ever been outlawed.  Few weapons are illegal, per se, but any weapon may be utilized in an unlawful manner.  





1)  As a general rule, under the laws of war, a weapon which causes unnecessary suffering or injury is considered to be illegal.  





2)  The following are some examples of illegal weapons:





a)  Irregular shaped bullets and projectiles filled with glass; bullets which are scored or have their points filed off; unjacketed lead bullet.





b)  Any form of pointed weapon; poisoned weapons such as a poisoned arrow, bullet, or spear.





c)  Toxic, chemical, or biological agents.





3)  It is important to remember that it is illegal to use any weapon which has been altered or modified solely to cause greater suffering.  However, any weapon or ammunition issued to you is legal under the laws of war.





b.  Illegal Targets.  Generally, you may shoot at anything if the enemy is using it for protection, even hospitals.  It is then the enemy's responsibility for misusing the protection of these laws.  Do not shoot at any of the following targets unless the enemy is using them for protection when firing on you:





1)  Medical personnel facilities, hospitals, civilian collection points, or anything marked with the symbol of the International Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion, or Red Star of David.





2)  Civilians who are not taking part in the hostilities.





3)  Undefended towns, villages, dwellings, or buildings.





4)  Historic buildings or monuments; religious structures; charitable buildings such as orphanages; and buildings used for artistic or scientific purposes.





5)  Persons who are "out of combat."  These would include prisoners of war who surrender, are wounded, sick, or otherwise unable to engage in combat.





6)  Parachutists, who are descending from a disabled aircraft, are also protected.  Paratroopers, on the other hand, are considered to be active combatants and may be fired upon while they are still in the air.
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