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LESSON PURPOSE:  The purpose of this period of instruction is to provide Marines with an overview of Marine Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTF) operations and the highly advanced weapons and equipment being procured to support MAGTF operations in the 21st century.





1.  INTRODUCTION TO MARINE AIR-GROUND TASK FORCE (MAGTF).


 


a.  Introduction.  As Marines we will always fight as part of a "Combined Arms Team."  These teams are composed of marines from every MOS within our Corps.  This MAGTF concept is what makes us unique and special as Marines.  It is important to never lose sight of the importance of all MOSs and that working together with the single common focus of mission accomplishment will ensure our success.


  


b.  Purpose.  MAGTF operations are about using the right size force, which has the right set of skills, for a job.  The objective is to get the job done quickly using the appropriate amount of force.  Each MAGTF can be made up from any small task-organized unit up to more than thousands of Marines from every Military Occupational Specialty.  





c.  Elements of MAGTF.  Within a MAGTF, troops are assigned to one of four elements:  





1)  Command Element.  The Command Element oversees the MAGTF.  It is responsible for providing the command and control required for effective, cross-dimensional operational planning and execution.





2)  Ground Combat Element (GCE).  The GCE provides ground striking power.  This cohesive combat maneuver team consists of infantry assets, which can be augmented by mechanized assets such as light armored vehicles and tanks, all of which are supported by reconnaissance, artillery, transport, and combat engineer assets.


�
3)  Aviation Combat Element (ACE).  The ACE provides air striking power and aerial support.  This element consists of air control agencies, helicopter and fixed-wing squadrons, surface-to-air missile units, and aviation unique combat service support.





4)  Combat Service Support Element.  This element sustains and maintains the MAGTF by providing a full range of combat service support capabilities.





d.  Marine Corps Combat Development Command (MCCDC).  MCCDC, based at Quantico, Virginia, has the mission to strive to improve MAGTF rapid response capabilities and design the concepts to enhance its future response and employment capabilities.





2.  ADVANCED WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT.





a.  Ships.  In the years to come, our operational response will continue to be delivered from forward deployed, highly mobile, sea based forces including:





1)  The LHD helicopter carrier is designed to support a wide array of contingencies.  





2)  The LPD 17 is designed to augment the well deck and flight operations capabilities of our helicopter carriers and provide large lift capacity for transporting Marine expeditionary forces.





b.  Amphibious Triad.  An amphibious triad will be used to quickly transport Marines and their equipment to operational objectives.  The three systems include:





1)  The Light Air Cushioned Vehicle (LCAC) is a shipborne, high-speed, over-the-beach, ship-to-shore amphibious landing vehicle.  Its payload includes not only troops, but also equipment as heavy as the M1A1 tank.





2)  The Advanced Amphibious Assault Vehicle (a.k.a. Triple AV) is designed for speed and survivability that will allow for a rapid build-up of combat power ashore.





3)  The MV-22 Osprey, a tilt-rotor, vertical-short- takeoff and landing aircraft, is designed to fulfill a variety of missions:  amphibious and land assault; raid operations; medium cargo lift; tactical recovery of aircraft and personnel; fleet logistic support; and special warfare.





c.  Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV).  UAVs provide continuous and crucial intelligence and real time information such as identifying obstacles, fortifications, and vehicles; analyzing the terrain; and locating minefields with special sensors.  This will be accomplished by transmitting video and sensoring data as they fly over an objective.





d.  ACE Weapons and Equipment.  The ACE supplies both air defense and offensive air support capabilities.





1)  Sea-based and forward deployed F-18s will provide powerful and flexible air support in addition to suppressing enemy air defenses.





2)  Missile systems will provide close in air defense to MAGTF's GCE.  These systems include:





a)  Avenger, a light-weight, highly mobile, gun-missile hybrid that is mounted on a MNNWV, will be used during the initial stages of amphibious operations to provide short range air defense for vital areas, rear areas, staging facilities, convoys, and high-value armored assets.





b)  Stinger, with its night sight, has the ability to engage hostile targets during periods of darkness.





c)  AV-8 Harriers and AH-1 Cobra will provide ground forces with offensive air support both day and night; fire support; and the capability to offset hostile artillery and tank assets.





e.  Combat Service Support Element Weapons and Equipment.  This element will provide a multitude of assets for MAGTF operations including:





1)  The M9 armored combat earthmover will perform critical combat engineer tasks; operate in the forward combat area on missions such as removing roadblocks, pioneering roads, and breaching berms.





2)  The Logistics Vehicle System Replacement (LVSR) will transport heavy cargo such as bulk fuel and water, palletized and breakbulk cargo, ammunition, dimensionally standard shelters, commercial cargo containers, and engineer equipment.





f.  GCE Weapons.  As the GCE moves toward its objective, it will employ an onslaught of firepower using a host of weapons systems including:





1)  Javelin, a medium range, man-portable missile system used by infantry battalions, is an infrared "fire and forget" seeker with an advanced warhead to engage and defeat any armor threat.





2)  The LW155 Howitzer is the primary cannon system for Marine Corps artillery.





3)  The M4A1 carbine is a close quarters battle weapon with rail adapters for mounting a number of items for specific missions requirements.





4)  The Joint Service Combat Shotgun is a 12-gauge, semi-automatic compact, lightweight weapon.





5)  The Designated Marksman Rifle is a precision grade, semi-automatic rifle that will be used by Scout Sniper Teams.





g.  GCE Equipment.  As they deliver firepower, 21st century GCE elements will do so from both land and sea using the following equipment:





1)  The LAV-25 is a Light Armored Vehicle with a two-man turret that is armed with several types of weapons.





2)  The HTTV is a Helo Transportable Tactical Vehicle employed by small units, raid forces, and ground reconnaissance teams.  Light and mobile, the HTTV will be delivered by helicopter to enhance rapid, extended range, and deep maneuver operations.





3)  The Riverine Assault Craft (RAC) is a 35-foot, high-speed boat used on inland waterways.  It will help to effectively conduct missions like command and control, troop transport, and high speed pursuit-intercept.





4)  The Combat Rubber Reconnaissance Craft (CRRC) is an inflatable boat that is designed for amphibious reconnaissance and raid forces.





h.  Training the 21st Century Marine.  Regular, realistic hands-on training continues to be the critical element in preparing Marines for future conflicts.  In the future, this instruction will be enhanced by the use of highly advanced computer simulators.  Simulators will help us take advantage of valuable training time.  They'll be used on shore, as well as on ship en route to an objective.    
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