
20 May 2004

Subj: MAWTS-1 SEVENTH ANNUAL JCAS SYMPOSIUM TRIP REPORT

Discussion:  Significant items from MATWS-1 trip report are (using report sub-bullets, edited for space):

    c. MAWTS-1 IPs and TACP School.  Only EWTG can assign a 7502 MOS.  Only 7502 MOSs will be ‘grandfathered’ as JTACs once the JTAC MOA is signed.  MAWTS-1 only plans to send IPs to EWTG. 

TECOM G-3 Comments:  HQMC (PPO) will submit for grandfathering since they are the JTAC requirement sponsor.  

    e. JFAC(A) Symposium.  The next JFAC(A) Symposium will be this November at AGOS, Nellis AFB.  MAWTS-1 requests max FW and RW participation there.  Also, MATWS-1 doesn’t  know if aircraft are available, but the JFAC(A)s want to see the Marines in action.

    f. UO / UGS and g. Battlefield Airman.   The intent for UOs is terminal guidance operations (TGO) and is like the USMC proposal for Universal Ground Spotters (UGS).  The Army and Marines have agreed to reach a common name in the future.  Battlefield Airman is a different initiative within the Air Force that looks, smells, and feels exactly like the UO program mentioned above.  

    h. JTAC Requirement.  The Army wants one JTAC for every company – both active duty and National Guard.  This equates to over 1100 JTACs by FY07.  Unless Army doctrine changes, they will be relying on the other services for all their annual qualification controls.  When US Army Col asked what challenges he saw in keeping that many JTACs qualified annually, his response was, “I guess we’ll have to get creative.”   

TECOM G-3 Comments:  1100 x 12 (annual reqmt)  = 13,200, US Army cannot accomplish this goal without SIMCAS or use of their own rotary wing assets.  

    k. Simulation.  With the large number of JTACs requested across the services and the shrinking number of live CAS assets available, simulation must eventually satisfy some of the JTAC qualification / currency.  The Joint simulation that is the front-runner is SAGIS.  MAWTS-1 recommended that they get in on the SAGIS buy when approved.  

TECOM G-3 Comments:  TECOM TECHDIV is currently working this issue with EWTGLANT on appropriate SIMCAS system for USMC use.

    l. Range Database.  Interest was expressed in maintaining a range database at JFCOM to assist with JTAC / JFAC(A) training.  This database would have information about what types of CAS were allowed, scheduling information, ordnance restrictions, etc.  

TECOM G-3 Comments:  TECOM Range Area and Management Div has this information.  

    m. FSCMs / CGRS.  There is a number / letter system being used now at both Nellis and Fallon for the entire southwestern US.  In the interest of JNTC, we should get on board with the Nellis / Fallon system so that all players in the southwest who train with us will be familiar.  

5.  Conclusion.  The Marine Corps, with MAWTS-1 as the POC, continues to be the benchmark by which other services and nations measure their CAS programs.

TECOM G-3 Comments:  EWTGLANT has responsibility to train USMC FACs  
6.  Recommendation.  We need to maintain the cutting edge in CAS standardization and maximize integration and education with other services.  More interaction for next year’s conference is required from MAWTS-1.  In addition to fixed and rotary wing shooters, C3 participation would clarify many of the issues left unresolved.

